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Gentlemen, 
conſequence of what I hinted to 
you, when I put my little piece, enti- 
fled *Twas Wrong to Marry bum, into 
your hands; I now ſend you a compa- 
nion to it, which I call Tas Right to 
Marry him ; and this ion, 1 
than the preceding one. I can, indeed, . 
tion, in every piece which I write in this 
way, to amuſe the mind, and to mend the 
certainly, rather chuſe to be ranked 


dangerous novel writers the age, 
| ; * 


(ü) 
In the volumes which I now offer 
to your inſpection, I have had the cor- 
rection of ſome female errors principally 
in my view, and cannot help ſincerely 
wiſhing, that thoſe young ladies who 
feel themſelves ſufficiently prepoſſeſſed 
in favour of their lovers, to throw 
themſelves out 2 of 


the power of men who make their ad- 
dreſſes to them before their bands as 
well as their hearts are united, 


Aſter all, however, ſatisfied as I am 
with the integrity of my own intentions, 
I am almoſt afraid of being ſeverely 
handled as an author, ſince the wo 

wovels 
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+ The ſrontleſe editor of 


(ü) 
peali to the public were ſo unfairly con- 
demned.* The ſlaſhing ſatiriſt, T in- 
deed, who boldly aſſerted that thoſe 
performances were calculated to debauch 
all thoſe minds which are already unde- 


bauched, could not ſupport that hardy 


aſſertion by pointing out any immoral 
paſſages : but as too many readers, of 
all kinds, are apt to be ſwayed by ge- 
neral character of books, and to be 


ſtrongly prejudiced againſt thoſe which 


in a monthly magazine, your appeals 
were juſtly provoked ; and it is to be 
hoped, at leaſt by all authors, that 


* The novels here referred to are The Way 
% Loſe bim, and The Way ts Phaſe him, The ap- 
peals are printed at the end of a work entitled 
The Gulf. dic *, the Ham of Lord Byron, 


_ they 


3 
they will induce every man, who fees a 
| Hook advertiſed in his favourite walk of 
= literature, to read that book without 
conſulting any printed opinions of it ; 
[ to read it, in ſhort, with a mind totally 


Encouraged by ſuch hopes, I venture 
o launch this ſecond trifle into the lite- 
rary world, < with all its imperfections 
on its head,” I am, however, ſtill more 
encouraged by the conſciouſneſs of not 
having written a line in it with an in- 
rention to promote the ſpread of immo- 
raliry—a conſolation which the moſt pe- 
tulant and perverting critic cannot take 
away, 


Lum, yours, &c. 
The AUTHOR, 
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LETTER I. 
Mis parwon ru to Miſs Pznov. | 


NDEED, my dear Kitty, my patience. 
—— 


that I muſt be obliged to marry him, 4 
man above twice a old as Lam, becauſe 
my father left me to his care till I was of 
Vol. I. ” 


age, 


* 


Tun HISTORY or 


age, or till I married 21 


teen our years, | were ke faltadle w me 
in every other reſpect: if he was good- 
natured, and if his taſte was ſimilar to 
mine, his age might be overlooked, 1 
might, perhaps, like a younger man bet- 
rer ; yet there are ſome middle-aged men 
who are exceedingly agreeable ; there are 
certainly many young ones  odious be- 
yond expreſſion, It is not, therefore, 
Sir Thomas's age, merely, which occa- 
 fions my oppoſition to his wiſhes : no— 
my principal objections are to his perſon, 

and to his manners ; the former is diſguſt- 
ing; the latter are not to be endured. I 
never could bear him when I was quite a 
child: though not reckoned a peeviſh 
chit, 1 always ſcreamed at the ſight of 
_ Sir Thomas Plummer, I wonder why 
my father choſe him from among his nu- 


a man whom I cannot love. It is im- 
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merous acquaintance, for my 

many of whom muſt have ſurely been as 
agreeable as him, and as deſorving. I can- 
not think it much to his honour to be 
abvays toaſing me with his | 
threatening 


* 
N. 


duced to leave me under Sir Thomas's 
care if my dear father was now alive, be 
would notoblige me, I dare ſay, to mar- 


my 
delicacy at- 
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ter marriage, the affection and eſteem ne- 
ceflary to make ſuch a union deſirable 
_ cannot be preſerved. I may bewrong, for 
I am both young and ignorant; Sir Tho- 
was often tells me that I am of too refined 
a way of thinking to be happy: but I 
differ from him extremely, and till I fee 
very ſubſtantial reaſons for an alteration 
of my ſentiments, I ſhall undoubredly re- 
tain them, In the mean time, tell me, 
my amiable friend, when you imagine you 
ſhall bear Lord Hamptons; | long to fre 


| when we were at ſchool together at Vork: 
though I am aſhamed to ſay that my 
with leſs regret than I ſhould otherwiſe 
have done, I hope ſuch a curioſity is na- 
tural uo all girls bred up at 3 2 


Miss PETWORTH. 5 
from the capital, for I ſhould be forry 
to have my friendſhip ſuſpected by this 
free confeſſion, I feel my heart glowing 
with friendſhip, though it is as cold as 
ice to love ; at preſent, atleaſt; and Sir 


Thomas will never be the man to inſpire 
it with a tender paſſion. Poor man ! 
he is really an object of pity, as he makes 
himſelf very ridiculous, I am always more 
inclined to pity people than to laugh at 
them, Let me know the moment you 
arrive, and I will fly to aſſure you bow 
ſincerely I am 

ever yours, 
Haas Perworrh, 


17 
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LET T E R 
Mit Pzacy to Miſs Parwouru, 


Grofvener-Square. 
Arrived here Jaſt night, my dear Hebe · 
My departure from the country was 
fo ſudden that I had no time to inform 
you of it, Lord Hampton being ac- 
„ PR 3 hy he 6 Ng 
on her return from and be- 
eving that he could truſt me with ber, 
betterthan with any other perſon, begged 
her to take me under her protection. We 
arrived late laſt night, or you would have 
heard from me immediately, according 
to your defire, I embrace this firſt op- 
portunity, waiting for a ſummons to 
to intreat you to favour me 
with your company 2 ſoon as you are 

at 


1 
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at leiſure, My guardian ſeems to be of 
a very different complexion from yours. 


] was- going to fold up my letter, but 
the ſervant telling me that my Lord would 
deglad to ſee me at breakfaſt, I would not 
"mike him wait; I went down directly. 


alone—* Lady Hampton,” added he, 
* keeps late hours, and ſeldom break - 
«* faſts any where but in her dreſſing- 
* room, 1 mult take the liberty, ther 


fore, to deſire you to do the honours of 


* the rea-table,” 


While he was ſpeaking the few laſt 


words he handed me to my feat, 1 


ſhall never, I chink, have reaſon to 


complain of want of polizeneſs in my 
guardian; he appears to be the beſt 


bred man in the world; his manners are 


B, cham 
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charmingly elegant; his perſon is com- 
manding ; he 1s tall, and genteelly form- 
ed, and every pleaſing paſſion is expreſſ- 
ad in his open countenance, He acquits 
| himſelf upon every occaſion with the 
_ moſt ' graceful eaſe. I have not ſeen 
enough of my Lady to form any judg- 


ment of ber; ſhe ſeems to be genteel; 


© ſhe has, certainly, been very handſome; 


ſhe has only —at eight W 
remains of a fine face. / 


When Mirs, Brudendl informed me of 
her Ladyſhip's age, I told her that I ima- 
gined London was an unwholeſome place, 
as people changed ſo early in life, She 
laughed at me cxccedingly for the ſim- 
plicity of my obſervation, © An immo- 


_ + derate purſuit after pleaſure,” ſaid ſhe, 

vill injure the moſt beautiful woman's 
2 and ſoon rob un of its 
bp 


I bluſhed 


% Ed 


bo 


| ſeen much of it yet, as Mr. Brown, to 
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I bluſhed at my ignorance— She was 


certainly right, and I ſhall frequently, 


I imagine, find myſelf diſconcerted. Come 
then, my dear Hebe, and teach me the 


manners of the world, to which I am 


an utter ſtranger : I have not, indeed, 


whoſe houſe I went when I left ſchool, 
you know, lived im too retired a way to 
In hopes of ſeeing you ſoon, I am, ever 
yours, molt affectionately, 

CarHERINE PERCY, 


LETTER EL 
Miſe Perwos TH to Miſs Pracr. 


I vin pleaſure $0 comply 
with your 4cqueſt, and will freely 
tell you what I think of your preſent f- 
wy tuation, 
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— My 
men — 
Lal perhaps, may be too fond of 


neſs which is extremely winning. I have 


- been told that ſhe was violeptly in love 


ith hi ip, but that be had never 
his Lordſhip, Aer 
— —ũ— te 
[ng — 
did not then indeed know of — 
married her ſhew the attachment "to ic 
which the has fince diſcovered, Tis 


« pity the is not more domeſtic, as my 
Lord appears 


8 
faſhion on he 
ſhe has all-powerful ” 
fortune to ſupport 
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Miss PET WORT H. mn 
faſhionable propenſity ; ſhe does not, 


therefore, meet with many people in pu- 


blic who condemn her conduct. 


When I came home, I told Sir Tho- 


what a polite, obliging guardian you 
would find in Lord Hampton. 


He will not be half fo indulgent, half 
« fo tender as I am, my charmer,” re- 
plied the nauſcous old man, hugging me 
fo cloſely that I was afraid of being u- 
focated, and ſmelling, at the ſame time, 
fo dreadfuily of tobacco, that I thought 
I ſhould be quite poiſoncd before I could 
get from him: and when I did diſengage 
myſelf from him, I was forced to deluge 
myſelf almoſt with lavender water be- 
ſore 1 could bear my owe perion, after 
having been fo very near bis, Surely, 
my dear, you will not wow cc ime 

B 6 ot 
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of being over nice for rejecting ſuch a lo- 
ver : but 1 will think no-more of him. 


I ſhall certainly be with you by and by. 
How obliging was Lord Hampton to in- 
vite me to my Lady's rout! I ſhall have 
a good opportunity to ſee the taſte of 
your whole family. Sir Thomas ſeemed 
very loth to let me come; I was afraid, 
indeed, he would have iſſued a probibition. 
I was actually forced to coax him a little, 
before I could get looſe ; I have ſince 
blamed myſelf, however, for my conde- 
ſcenſions of that fort, We ought not, at 
any time, to malte conceſſions of which 
we cannot approve, whatever advantages 
we may derive from them-—But as I 
ſhall. fee you ſoon, I will conclude here, 
——— as uſual, 


1 — 
, LET- 


e 
f 
4 
, 
. 
2 
4 
| 
y 
at 
h 
4 
I 
e, 


1, 


Miss PETWORTH. 


LETTER V. 
Miſs Paxcy te Miſs PzsTworTH. 


HC much am 1 obliged to you, my 
dear Hebe, for your company laſt 
night! and, indeed, fo are many other 
people ; particularly Mr, Euſton, who 
expreſſed himſelf in ſuch terms about you 
that Lord Hampton told him he was 
far gone; adding, that his heart was quite 


_ boſt, 


It cannot be loſt, my Lord,” replied 
he,“ if Miſs Petworth has got it,” 


i 0 pl and gud nh is 
8 plcaſure 
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a pleaſure to ſee him, and to hear him. 


As to my Lady, ſhe praiſed nobody: ſhe 


was, indeed, ſo-much taken up with her 
company and her cards, that it was al- 
moſt impoſſible for her to take notice of 
ug, who could neither be of ſervice toher, 


nor afford her any entertainment. But 


to return to this Mr. Euſton, He is 
really very handſome, and muſt be very 
amiable, or he would not be a favourite 
wich my Lord. You cannot imagine 
how he talked of you. He aſked me fifty 
queſtions concerning you, many of which 
1 really could not anſwer, He aſked me 
if you was engaged to any gentleman, 


and when I heſitated about a reply, he 


then added, almoſt in the ſame breath, 
„mean, Madam, has your fair friend 


1 diſpoſed of that heart, which, if 1 may. 
* judge from her lovely countenance, 


* muſt bs « valugblc one?" Now as 


thus 
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this is an affair of which I am entirely 
ignorant, I could not, poſſibly, return a 


ſatisfactory anſwer ; nor indeed ſhould I 


have thought it proper, had you truſted 
me with ſo important a ſecret. Mr. Eu- 


He has alſo a very good eſtate; I men- 
tion his tate laft, becauſe I am well af. 
ſured that you have not thoſe tormenting 
paſſions, ambition or avarice, to gratify , 
the fortune of your admirer is conſequent- 
ly immaterial, Yet whither am 1 run- 
ning ? I talk as ſeriouſly as if Mr, Euſton 
had actually made a declaration; how. 
ever, as he is certainly very much pleaſed 
with you, 4 declaration you may not ir- 
rationally expect ; and it his overtures 
ſhould prove aggeeable or ſaliaiactorv to 

you, 
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you, I ſhall be ſincerely glad; they will 
ſerve io reconcile me to routs of which I 
have not at preſent, I confeſs, a very fa- 
vourable opinion; and I do not believe 
that my Lord is more —_—_——— 
chan I am. 


When all he company wan gone, and 
when my Lady was retired, he aſked me 
how I liked the entertainment of the 


I told him that I thought the chatting 
parties were pleaſant enough, but that as 
I did not underſtand cards 1 could not 
tell whether I liked em or not; adding 
that, from the lirtlc I had obſerved, I did 
pleaſure, as they appeared to me to c- 
they merited; 1 concluded with telling 

lis 


I dlink, Hebe, I fhall always endes- 
vour to deſerve his Lordſhip's approbe- 
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Miss PETWORTH. 7 
kis Lordſhip that, if ſo much attention 
was neceſſary, it would be better to be- 
ſtow it upon ſomething uſeful, 


He ſeemed quite pleaſed with 
ply; he looked at me with — 
lent ſmile, and told me I was the beſt 
of girls. If you remain always in this 
humour,“ continued he, you will 
male an enemplary wite,” 


tion ; at leaſt, at preſent ; indeed, I have 
no deſire to recommend myſelf to any 
other man ; I ſhall not, therefore, envy 
you the praiſes of Mr, Euſton ; I ſhall, 
in ſpite of all the admiration you bave 
received, or may receive, continue 
your moſt aſſectionate 

C. Pisser. 
LET. 


Hampton row 3; it could not properly 
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LETTER V. 


Epwarnr Evsron, Eſq. to 
Sta W4ATI TEIA Carty, Bart, 


12 come from the ſight of a wo- 
wan who has made a complete con- 
yield ſooner or later, you have often ſaid. 
obdurate as it was, to all- powerful love. 
Inplain Engliſh, I was laſt night at Lady 


be called my Lord's, as he ſeldom or ever 
plays. There I met with a Miſs Perworth, 
ho is one of the fineſt girls I ever ſaw, 
She is of a commanding height; her form 
is delicate ; her features are happily rang- 
ed, and her complexion is beautiful ; ſhe 
has olfo a laughing archneſs _—_— 


TS BTEZPEE sere 


* 


iat I could beconſtant to her. 
| have I to do then but to tender myſelf 
agreeable to the lady, and to apply to Sir 
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which is very pleaſing; with all theſe 
charms ſhe has a fortune of ten thouſand 
pounds, Where ſhall I find a miſtreſs 
with more attractions? In ſhorr, her wit 


and her beauty combined, have bewitched 


me; I am (ure I can be happy with her; 
What 


Thomas, whois her guardian, for his leave 
to viſit her? I am not, however, I con- 


| felfs, fond: of aſking the conſent of the 


guardian, before I have gained the ward's, 
and indeed I muſt ſee her as warmly at- 
tached to me as I am to ber, before Ican 
make any propoſals, Sir Thomas, find- 
ing her fortuneand my eſtate ſuitable, may 
be diſpoſed to join us together without 
conſulting our inclnations ; ſuch a pro- 
ceeding will not do for me—1 muſt have 
every fort of encouragement to induce 
me 
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meto venture upon matrimony at all. In 
this age of diſſipation and licentiouſneſs, 
indeed, to marry is to run a conſiderable 
riſque. The difficulty will be how to 
get an opportunity to become acquainted 
with Miſs Petworth's ſentiments, if I do 
not ſec her ſometimes at Lord Hampton's. 
She comes there to viſit a female friend, 
a pretty, young, innocent thing enough, 
who is juſt arrived out of the country, 
and appears to be mighty fit, at preſent, 
a good wiſe : but ſhe will ſoon be, in all 


human probability, corrupted in the fi- 


tuation in which ſhe is placed: for though 
my Lord lives in as regular à way as any 
man of his rank can do, I have no opinion 
_ of my Lady, However, Miſs Percy is 


not the woman with whom I am in love, 


I have no reaſon, therefore, to make my- 
ſelf uncaſy about ber ſituation ; yet as 


1 


ritter: rare 


ſhe 
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| the is intimately connected with Miſs 


Petworth, and as they have entered into 
a frist friendſpip, if Kitty ſhould be ſpoilt, 


Hebe may be in danger. It will not be 
a cautious procedure I may be ſerved as 


badly as Lord Hampton has been, who 
doubtleſs imagined, that his wife's im- 
paſſioned fondneſs for him was a ſuffi- 
cient ſecurity for her good behaviour; 
that fondneſs, I believe, principally in- 
duced him to marry her. She had, in- 


perſon, birth, and fortune to recommend 
her, yet I am pretty ſure that ſhe was 
not the woman of his choice; that he 
conſented to marry her merely to gratify 
opinion, to keep her from running into 
any 


ſtop ; one vice leads to another, and the 


22 Tus AIs ro OF - 


any of the faſbionable follies with that 
kind of exceſſive avidity which renders a 
woman always ridiculpus, and often makes 
her appear in a criminal: light, Lady 
Hampton's ſtrong inclination for my 
Lord, has not been able to preſerve her 
againſt the 'intoxicating love of play. 


When a woman gives way to a paſſion for 


gaming, there is no ſaying-whereſhe will 


mind, by gradual deviations from virtue, 
becomes, at laſt, as inſenſible of ſhame as 
of danger. My Lord's ward, therefore, 
entirely ſafe ; and ii her taſte for all kinds 
of pleaſure in this dear town is contagious, 
a pretty clear caſe in my humbie opinion, 
Miſs Perworth may poſſibly catch what 
lives, 7 ſhall, cherefore, be cautious x 
that is, s cautious as 4 man violently 
enamoured 
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enamoured can be. I am not yet alto- 
gether incapable of ſeeing what is right, 


and what is wrong, but how ſoon the 


power of diſtinguiſhing may be taken 
from me I will not pretend to ſay ; I fear 


l have rather too much ſenſibility about 
me to be happy myſelf, or to make the 


woman I love happy ; and yet though 
it bas occaſioned and may occaſion me a 
great deal of pain I would not change it 
for the ſtoical, ſtupid nature of ſome peo- 
ple neither, In ſhort, Harry, it is better 
for us to be contented with ourſelves ; 
vanity, at leaſt, ſays ſo without that 
cordial drop life would not be worth our 
care, In this way of thinking is, at pro- 


ſent, your 


E, EvsTon, 


LET- 


it up too. He would attend us home, 
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LETTER VI. 


. Mis PeTworTy to Miſs Paxcy. 


OUR raillery about Euſton, has 
been, I believe, prophetic : if fo, 1 
ſhall begin to look upon you as a Sibyl, 
and conſult you with regard to the future 
events of my liſe. 


I went, yeſterday, with Mrs. Buller, to 
Chriſtie's room. Ihe gentleman above- 
mentioned was there: he joined us im- 
mediately, and ſell into an eaſy chit- chat 


which was by no means diſagreeable; that 


ſort of eaſineſs is the beſt way of com- 
mencing an acquaintance, and of keeping 


and 
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and as I dropped Mrs. Buller, proceeded 
of courſe, with me, to the very door of 
Sir Thomas's houſe ; there, in ſpite of 
all I could ſay or do, he perſiſted in 
ſtanding and talking to me ; aſking me 
when I ſhould be at Lord Hampton's, 
and begging meto permit him to give me 
tickets for the concert at Almack's, Be- 
fore I could either diſengage myſelf from 
bim, or get into the houſe, Sir Thomas's 
chariot drove up; Sir Thomas, by cran- 


ing his neck after Euſton, who, on bis ap- 


Pearance, thought proper to leave me, 
ſtumbled over the threſhold, 
haſte, and rolled into the houſe, like an 


empty hogſhead, after me, to aſk me 
a thouſand queſtions about my pretty 
fellow, 


„Ile is certainly a lover,” ſaid he, 
„ though you will not own it,” 
You |, C „am 
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Ian very glad,“ replied I, © that 
* you are ſo ſure he is; I did not know 


* it before, but I think-him a very agree 
able man.” 


This punch wor him ien fork /« fie 
of jealous fury that I was afraid he would 
have beg me. You will be ſurpriſed, 
perhaps, to hear me ſay that I ſhould 
nat have been ſorry if he had beaten me 
I ſhould then have had an excuſe to put 
myſelf under the protection of a more 
worthy man: I do not mean Euſton, 
Kitty, but another guardian, as I am 
convinced I am not yet quite ſedate 
enough to take care of myſelf, But tore- 
turn to your ſuſpicions, and Sir Thomas's 
apprehenſions ; they remind me of what - 
I have often heard your prudent people 

ſay, * Never fill girls heads with notions 


Mus PETWORT H:' 
out love and lovers.” Really, my dear, 


| talked to me concerning itz but I ſhall 
now begin to fancy, when he' ſpeaks to 
me, that his whole frame is agitated on 
my account ; that his eyes languiſh with 
affection, and that his voice is tuned to 
tenderneſs. Ridiculous! what nonſenſe ! 
There is indeed ſo much abſurdity mixed 
with all our ideas of love, and we at 
with ſuch inconſiſtency, in ſo unacount- 
able a manner, when we are under the 
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ſenſible ; yet they now, after a marriage 


known what love was. Lady Hampton 
is, however, ſtill a fine woman, and Lord 
Hampton is a very amiable man. I 
could name half a dozen more ſuch cou- 
ples, as cool and as compoſed; I have 
not leiſure to point them out at preſent, 
but they will ſerve to guard me againſt a 
paſſion of which I have becnalways afraid. 
I- am reſalved to guard againſt it; this 


diſcreet reſolution will ſurely preſerve - 


me againſt all Sir Thomas's attacks, it 


of only five years, ſeem to be as indiffe- 
rent to each other, as if they never had 
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you know, for us girls to appear in pu- 
due without a matron, I | pm day 


Hz Prtwon rn. 
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| Mr, Eos ron to Sir WALTII Carty, 


WE I am glad you do not 
1 laugh at me; I confeſs, I expect- 
end not a little of your mirth levelled at 
me; it is very certain, indeed, that we rap- 
turous fellows ds, ſometimes, appear in a 
truly ridiculous light, yet I cannot for- 

C 3 bear 
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[bear yeating more raptures. This Pet- 


tended to ber all che evening. She came 
with a very agrerable widow, and con- 
ducted herſelf with a diſcretion which 
has entirely charmed me: but whether 
1 ſhall ever ſucceed with her is another 
point: however, till ſhe behaves in a for- 
bidding manner, I ſhall, perſeveringly, 
follow her. She was ſufficiently lively, 
yet diſcovered a ſenſibility perfectly en- 
gaging z ſhe ſeemed to feel every note 
of the harmony floating around her, | 
expreſſed herſelf in terms, at once fo 
cible and fo pleaſing, that if I had not ad- 
mired her before, I certainly ſhould have 
fallen in love with her laſt night. She 

gar Wo + 
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of the aſſembly ; I, who had the hap- 
pineſs of being near her, was not leſs de- 
her perſon : but ſhe checked me ſo pret- 
tily, for not paying more regard to the 
entertainment of the night, that I was 
obliged to ſtand corrected by her. The 
velocity of my tongue was ſtopped; but 
1 teaſted my eyes by obſerving the varia- 
tions in her ſpeaking features, adapted to 
the different ſtrains which theinfruments, 
touched in the moſt maſterly manner, 
emitted. She, undoubtcdly, ſings and 
Plays with great taſte herlelf ; her voice, 
naturally melodious, muſt bedoubly en- 
chanting by the ſtrength of her ex rei. on, 
in conſequence of the ex uiſiteneſs of her 
feelings, I wiſh, indeed, that the woman 
I am to mairy may have a taſte for ſowe 

= of 
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of the ſine arts, at leaſt, if not all: by 
ſuch a taſte, ſhe will not only be highly 
entertaining to me, but find herſelf able 
to fill up many leiſure hours innocently, 
without ſighing for routs and ridottos, 
for Ranelagh, Marybone, and other pu- 
blic places dedicated to diſſipation; places 
_ which do more miſchief than the genera- 
lity of the fair ſex are aware of. As plea- 
ſure, in ſome ſhape or other, is naturally 
the purſuit of every human being, every 
female, particularly, ought to have her 
mind, early in ET ES 
uſeful as well as entertaining: innocent 
as well as amuſing ; that ſhe may not be 
obliged to have recourſe continually to 
ſcenes of levity and folly, which muſt, of 
courſe, draw her off from all laudable and 
" advantageous employments, When 3 
woman has a genius fordrawing, painting, 
muſic, * commonly 
len 
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leſs inclination, to fly to ſuch places as 
thoſe abovementioned for entertainment, 
as ſhe may be conſtantly employed, and 
in the moſt deſirable manner, at home. I 
have always looked upon a taſte for the 
police arts, and a reliſh for literature, as 
additional ſenſes, which give to thoſe pol- 
ſeſſed of them inconceivable delight; de- 
light never to be felt by the ſtupid and 
mr What an enchanting compa- 
ed be, to the man whom ſhe can love 
Her elegant accompliſhments muſt ſurely 
render her capable of the tendereſt ſenſa- 
tions. Were I but beloved by ſuch 
woman I ſhould be the happieſt of men, 
au, and always ſhall be, 
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LETTER vm. 
Miſs pxrwonru to Miſs Prager. 


[ was with the utmoſt difficulty I ob- 

tained Jeave to go to the concert. Sir 
Thomas peremptorily refuſed to conſent, 
and I was determined not to ſay much to 
him about it: I only kept him at a great 
diſtance the remainder of the day; that 
id the buſineſs : he became reſtleſs, and 
began to torment me to 4 very great 
degree; yet I would not condeſcend tohu- 
mour him, I cannot bear to flatter him, 
nor would I haye him imagine that I can 
ever ſubmit ww be bis, IT am quite 
ſhocked, I am abſolutely terrified, at the 
bor bios of No---1 will never be ſo 
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him when be flew to me, upon finding thut 
I choſe rather to fit and read than to talk 
to him ! After having informed me that 
I ſhould not go with Mrs. Buller to - 


mat s, you would have pitied me: no 


poor dove in the talons of an old hawk 


him Iran up ſtairs and locked myſelf in- 


to my drefling-room, and would not li- 
ten to any thing he could ſay by way of 
excuſe for the groſſneſs of his behaviour. 
Finding at laſt that I was inflexible, and. 
that I refuſed to come down ſtairs, he 
told me, through the door, that if I would 
forgive what was paſt, and come down 
and chat with him, I ſhould go to Al- 
mack's whenever I pleaſed, I heſitated 
as firſt, and then replied, that I would 

C6 comg 
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come down, on his promiſing not to 
touch me upon anf account, nor to talk 
do me upon any diſagreeable ſubject, to 
voured to be good company. Still, how- 
ever, the naſty old man, notwithſtanding 
all his aſſurances, ſnatched my hand ſeve- 
ral times, and griped it as if he was reſolv- 
proceedings, by grinning hideouſly in my 
face, and by liſping out, affectedly, rhap- 
ſodies of nonſenſe, he ſo diſguſted me, that 
1, repented of having left my dreſſing- 

room.” Ar length, to my no ſmall joy, 
ſome gentlemen interrupted us, and I went 
up ſtairs again-40 dreſs for the concert. 
As ſoon as dinner was over I went to 

o Almack's room. Euſton was in wait- 
wg ver to receive us, and m4 
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-with a reſpect and with an attention which 
were, I muſt allow, very flattering. Ar 
the ſame time, however, let me confeſs, 
cert ſo completely before, as I never con- 
who raiſed my own natural feelings to ſo 
high a pitch, I was quite in an extacy, 
which, I thought, might be attended with 
| ons, as my elegant and ac- 
ſcrutinising eyes, watching my every look 
and motion with a minuteneſs of inſpec- 
a charming ſignificance in them, as if he 
was conſcious of having offended me, IIe 
is 


* 
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is really amiable, but I had better not in- 


encourage him to believe that I am pleaſ- 
ed with him; for ſhould I not be miſ- 
taken with regard to the meaning in his 
books, it will avail nothing, as Sir Tho- 


kim, though he can make no reaſonable 
objection to it, I ſhall do well, therefore, 
to think no more about it, But what 


my preſent dilagreeable ſituation ? Sir 
Thomas may live theſe twenty years : 
"tis very probable indeed that I ſhall die 
before him, in conſequence of my vexa- 
tion an being in the power of ſuch 3 


I hope, my dear Kitty, you are treated = 


in a different manner by Lord Hampton, 
At leaſt, you are ſecure, vena 


hope have I then of being releaſed from. 
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from the greateſt torment which I feel, as 
my Lord, by being married, is prevented 
from declaring himſelf your lover. How 
happy could I be to find Sir Thomas ſo 
circumſtanced as to be deprived of all 


hopes of being ever united to 
your affectiqnate 
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LETTER IX. 


Lord Haur rox to Joun Six Nu, Eſq, 


OU have often told me that you are 
ance for a femalc fit to make a wiſe, 
You may give over your ſearch, as I have 
found one for you, Never was there a 
tir ſo amiable, ſo cvery-way qualified for 
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— rane ty deirdinn 
She is with me at preſent, but I cannot 
ſay that I think my houſe a proper place 


| houſe, My aſſertion, you will ſay, is a 
bold one; and yet I am ſtrongly inclined 
to believe chat 1 am not miſtaken upon 
this occaſion, Miſs Percy is very pretty, 
her charms ; ſhe appears not to know 
other women; and ſo great is her difi- 
dence that ſhe rather diſcovers a dicad of 
10s pleaſingthan any of that conſciouſneſs 
which is ſo natural to, and ſo commonly 
met with in all fine women, A dread 


of this kind, indeed, has filled her with 
an - 
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ſo earneſt a deſire of obliging that ſhe is 
perpetually endeavouring togive pleaſure, 
and without any intereſted viewswhatever. 
Herſolicitude to pleaſe ariſes merely from 
the genuine goodneſs of her temper. 
There cannot be a better, a more benevo- 
lent creature. There is a nameleſs ſome - 
thing in her every look, word, and action, 
which is alluring beyond expreſſion. Do 
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you think my portrait too flattering ? 
own that I have but barely done juſtice to 
it, When you ſee Miſs Percy's lovely, 
face, you will. moſt probably, wiſh to gain 
her invaluable heart. I _t_ 

that I am 


very ſincerely yours, 
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LETTER X. 
Mr. SzLwyx to Lord HamyTon. 


I your entertainment, but particularly 
- for the ſight of that charming girl: 


charming in every ſenſe of the word. 


wiſhed for a moment to tell you what I 
thought of her, but there was no oppor- 
pany all very agrecable people, indeed. 

- Miſs Percy's friend, Miſs Petworth, is 
extremely handſome alſo ; ſhe is, I think, 
a regular beauty, and yet, though I am 


which it is intitled, the amiable Percy's 
firikes me more, You gave an exceed- 
ing juſt deſcription of the latter, when 


you 


willing to allow her face all the merit to 
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you ſaid that ſhe was ignorant of her per- 
onal attractions, of her various powers 
of pleaſing which nature has fo laviſhly 
beſtowed upon her. She charms you, 
& not only without taking any pains, but 
without having the leaſt intention to be 
zemarkably agreeable ; what then muſt 
ſhe be when ſhe really wiſhes, when ſhe 
Audies to pleaſe ? She muſt then he. ah- 
Jolptely irreſiſtible ; ſhe is already ſo in 
ferent about me, and only treaged me with 
A general politeneſs, with the ſame en- 
in her behaviour to every body, How- 
ever, while be was entirely caly, and un- 
concerned, I was loſt in admiration; and 
found it extremely difficult to ſuppreſs 
Jeelings of which I was never ſenſible 
before chat evening, I do not mean to 
hide them from the amiable object who 
tema 
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if there are any hopes of my addreſſes be - 
ing acceptable to her: I ſhall, therefore, 
with your permiſſion, be a conſtant viſi- 
ter, and take every allowable opportu- 
nity to make as deep an impreſſion upon 
ber heart as ſhe has made upon mine. 
To be tenderly beloved by ſo pleaſing, fo 
innocent, ſo engaging a creature - There 
is luxury in the idea ! If I have no hopes 
of raiſing a paſſion in ber equal to that 
which ſhe has raiſed in me, I ſhall be mi- 
ſerable. 1 find I love her wo fincerely 
0 think of caking a ſingle ſtep which 
"may in the leaſt militate againſt the hap- 
- pineſs of this amiable girl, whoſe felicity 
is, 1 feel, dear to me as my own, Per- 
- haps, I may ſoon be acquainted with her 
ſentiments ; ſhe appears to be too artleſi 
to make any concealment. How valua- 
able ill 1 


to 
Joun SELW YM, 
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LETTER X. 


Miſs PerworTn to Miss Pency., 


Have a great deal to ſay to you, my 
dear Kirty, but as it is ſcarce ever 


poſſible for me to find you alone, I am 
obliged to write, | 


Euſton, you ſee, purſues me, even to 
Lord Hampton's, and prevents our get- 
ting a ite 4 ttt Shall I confeſs to you, 
my dear, that I am not diſpleaſed with 
his perſiſting to follow me wherever 1 
am to be ſeen without Sir Thomas, nor 
at his telling me—though I am very ſen- 
ſible that Lis language iFthe language of 
moſt men to moſt women---that he can- 
not live without me ? I, ſometinacs, af- 

* ſect 
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authorize his pretenſions to a woman in 
circumſtances ſuperior to mine. I told 


fect not to hear him, ſometimes, not to as n 
underſtand him: poor affeftation! How IE diſco 
I deſpiſe myſelf for it ! If he is really ſin- IF 1y ta 
cere, ought I to trifle with a heart which I agree 
loves me? Yet we muſt never meet. Sir chan 
Thomas will never conſent to my union I ©xpe1 
with Euſton, though his fortune and cha- Su 
rater are ſufficiently unexceptionable to = 
us, 
more 


him ſo, as I would not give him falſe ouſly 
hopes, when I ſaw him laſt. He replied, | hve 
that he ſhould not eaſily be deterred, by % 
any difficulty, from attempting to gain theref 
Sir Thomas's conſent, if I would but _ 
nit him to aſk him for it, * 
8 4 certair 
I returned no anſwer, though he 
earneſtly preſſec me; but be ſen, 1 l 1 . 
imagine, that I was not indifferent ty Wicrry 


7 


kick matters, and yer 1 fancy wwe fe 
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as much as they do; I have, at leaſt, 
diſcovered that Mr. Selwyn is violent- 
ly taken with you, Kitty, He is a very 
_ to give him your hand ; I know, by 

, that to be under the care of a 
us, I believe, have found ourſelves much 
more happily ſituated, had heaven graci- 
have ſeen us ſcrrled agreeably to their 
therefore, to liſten to Mr. Selwyn of 
whom | have have very high chinafier, 
He is certainly handſo:ne, and he is as 


W 


interrupted : I have but juſt time to con- 
dude myſelf 
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your ever aſſectionate, 
Has Perwonru, 
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LETTER XI 
Miſs Paxcy to Miſs PErwonrn. 


OURS, which I juſt now receiv- 
ed, divet ed me exceedingly. What 
a hurry you are in, my dear Hebe, to 
diſpoſe of me, the happieſt creature, un- 
der the care of the beſt of guardians, 
of yourſelf, though you complain of 
having the worſt guardian in the world? 
then think of we, I was never fo per- 
ſectiy ſatisfied in my life, Lord Hamp- 
ton is not only exceedingly good to me, 
but he is the moſt worthy, the moſt ami- 
able of men, How conſiderate, how 
ob!iging, indeed, is be to my Lady, who, | 


cer 
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certainly takes no pains at all to pleaſe 
' 8 | * 6 
him; on the contrary, ſhe does almoſt 


every thing that he diſlikes : I imagine 
ſo, at leaſt, from the advice which he 
gives me for my conduct in the charac- 
cer of a wife, Lady Hampton ſpends 
for ſhe does not riſe till it is very late— 
at her toilet; and my Lord tells me, 
that the woman who ſuffers the care of 
her perſon to engroſs the greateſt part of 
her time, which might be better employ- 
ed, acts very abſurdly, He looks upon 


Y cards as a kind of gaming, and deſtruc- 
use, not only to the circumſtances of 


thoſe who are addifted to them, but to 
their perſons and their minds: he conſi- 
women, as they are often deprived by 
them of their winning modeſty, and be- 
come aſſuming, noiſy and contradictery , 

— 


unfit 
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Women fo addicted, he ants, not only 
thrown away, even in trifling, not to men- 
tion criminal purſuits, but injure their 
beach, impair their fortune, and ſully 
their reputation. And yet my Lord, 
though he talks to me in this ſerious and 
moralizing manner, never caſts any re- 
 fiettions on her Ladyſhip ; ſeldom does 
he articulate her name to me; but he 
always treats her with reſpect and with 
tenderneſs when ſhe comes in his way— 
ſhe returns his tenderneſs, I really be- 
lieve, when the is of leiſure, She was 
extremely in love with him, I have heard, 
or he would not have married her; and 
I am not in the leaſt furprized at it; for 
it muſt be allowed that he is very hand- 


lome, quite accompliſhed, and thorough- 


ly 
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1 in converſation. He is ma- 
A pany without being entertained, and im- 
2 proved alſo. Beſides, he has a look and 
manner which engage every body's atten- 

tion. I never ſaw any man who had fo 
= fine an addreſs, who was ſo entirely well- 
= bred. It is aſtoniſhing to me that my 
Lady ſeems to deſire ſo little of his com- 
pany : her preſent behaviour is totally 
inconſiſtent with the paſſion which ſhe 
formerly diſcovered for him, 1 often 
think what a pity it is that we ſhould be 
ſo addicted to a fickleneſs which muſt ne- 
8 ceſlarily render us triſling, and unworthy 
of the ſerious attention of people of real 
merit; ſtill more do I wonder that a wo- 
man whom my Lord ever loved can be ſo 
regardleſs of him, From what I have 
| ſaid, therefore, of my Lord's perſon and 
- manners, 
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manners, you may be ſure that I cannot 
be unhappy under his protection, and that F 
1 ſhall not be in a hurry to throw myſelf 7 
out of it, for a man whom I have ſeen 7 
but once or twice, whom I have never 
of opinion, Hebe, that I ought to per- 
ſuade you to accept of Mr. Euſton, he is 
a man approved of by all the world, and 
you confeſs, yourſelf, that you have no 
averſion to him: why then is he to be 
kept in ſuſpenſe concerning you Wh 
will you not let him apply to Sir Tho- 
mas? Indeed, Hebe, you ſhould not ſuf- | 
fer him to follow you, if you do not like 
him, No man, I imagine, would run 
after a woman who gave him no encou- 
ragement. You certainly encourage him 
though you will not own it ; I think I fec 
that jou are much pleaſed with him, and 
I really | 
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I really believe that he ſincerely admires 
you. Now, my dear, I have given you pret- 
ty much the ſame advice as you beſtow- 
all upon me. Mr. Selwyn is, I doubt not, 
a a deſerving man; Iam ſure I know no- 
ing to the contrary; ſo may a hundred 
men be, without railing any inclination in 
me to marry them; beſides, I know no- 
= thing of the deſigns you mention, formed 
by Mr. Selwyn. He is polite and oblig- 
ing to every body as well as to me. I can- 
= to me is, or ought to be reckoned, lo- 
ver. I am quite happy in my preſent firua- 
tion, and | would not change it to be 
united to the moſt accompliſhed lover in 
the univerſe, I am obliged, however, to 
my dear Hebe, for her kind care of me, 
and am ever, her ſincere 


C. Pracy. 
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LETTER XI. 


Min Prrwonzu to Miſs Prev. 


thought you would have turned out 
ſuch a character. I fee how it is with 
you, and I fee it with concern, You are. 
in love, my dear girl, and do not know it. 
There would be no harm, however, in the 


the object of it at liberty to return it, and 
meant to return it in an honourable man- 
ner, You have not conſidered) who is 
there in love, indeed, given to conſidera- 
tion ?) that Lord Hampton is married, 
and that though he and my Lady do not 
care for each other, he ought not, during 
ber life, to think of any other woman ; 1 


d 


oO are a ſly girl, Kitty; I never 


paſſion, nor in the indulgence of it, were 
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do not believe, indeed, hat he entertains 
any ſuch injurious deſigns againſt you or 
ber. He has not the leaſt pretence to 
be in love with you ; but there are ten 
thouſand reaſons for your being in love 
with bim. And yet, I queſtion whether 
you know any thing of the matter your- 
ſelf, It is quite neceſſary, however, for 


you, both on account of your reputation 
and your peace, that you ſhould be in- 


formed of your danger before it is too 
late, that you may be guarded againſt it, 


It was with this view I adviſed you to li- 


ſten to Mr. Selwyn, who is really fond 
of you, and to whom you have been 
ſtrongly recommended by his Lordſhip. 
You may be aſſured, therefore, that 
Lord Hampton has no intentions with 
regard to you, but the moſt friendly 
ones; as he could not have pitched upon 
a man more likely to render you happy 
1 than 
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than Mr. Selwyn : a man ſo much pleal- 
ed with you at the very firſt ſight, that 
he determined to make you the moſt ad- 
vantageous offers on his being fortunate 
enough to gain your heart, This I have 
heard in a very authentic way, and con- 
ſequently have no doubts concerning the 
truth of it: but do not aſk me from what 
quarter my intelligence came, only take 
it as the intelligence of a friend, and pro- 
perly avail yourſelf of it. In the mean 
time, J ſhall follow your advice, and the 
diftates of my own heart, which tell me 
that I may venture to give Euſton leave 
to apply to Sir Thomas Let me add 

that I fear I am ſorry to ſay ſo—it Wil! 
be to no ſort of purpoſe, 1 


I have kept Sir Thomas, lately, at a 
greater diſtance than ordinary, by in- 
forming him that if he perſecutes me with 
os his 
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redreſs where I know it is to be had: but 
I have not yet brought myſelf to acquaint 
him with the reaſons I have to complain 
of him. I wiſh to have a fair opportu- 
nity to leave him, and to put myſelf un- 
der the protection of a man who can, I 
think, make me happy, and whom I can 
ſufficiently eſteem to reward his tender- 
neſs for me with an equality of affection. 
This man I believe is Euſton, I am 
going to meet him immediately in the 
Green-Park, and I ſhall ſincerely wiſh 
him that ſucceſs in his application to Sir 
Thomas which I am afraid to expect 
from his interview with him, 1 muſt 
endeavour to arm myſelf againſt a diſap- 


pointment. 


While I am ſo employed, do you think 
ſeriouſly, my dear, of what I have ſaid 
D 3 to 


3 KS Tut HISTORY or 
to you, and depend upon my being, 
as ſincerely as ever, 


yours, 
H. P. 


; Pp. 8. Confer a little, Kitty, what ad- 4 : 
vantage the woman gives a man by | 

ning him ſee his, conſequence in 

her eyes ; and conceal, if poſſible, 

from Lord Hampton, what he 


ought never to perceive, 


22 


LETTER XV. 


Mir. Eos von to Sir Waurgs Canry, 


0 


De 
Miſs Petworth, which 1 had very car - 
wet folic, in the Green-Park, 1 
| prevailed 
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prevailed on her to permit me to wait on 
Sir Thomas. The dear girl, not only 
conſented, but ſigheti when ſhe added, 
that ſhe feared it would be to no purpoſe. 
Surely ſhe muſt be miſtaken : if foe has 
no objection to my perſon and bEhavi- 
W our, be, I think, cannot have any to my 
i fortune and character, and to the pro- 
poſals which I ih impatient to offer to 
him. She gave me a hint indeed that 
he deſigned to marry her himſelf; but 
| What will his deſign avail, if ſhe is deter. 
| mined to reject him? I have no doubts 
of her rejecting him ; this I know, how- 
ever, I ſhall be half diſtracted if I am 
deprived of her, She unproves upon 
me every hour, She is modeſt, ſhe is 
| tender, and the is diſcreet; ſhe has 5 
handiome perſon too, a ſolid underſtand. 
ng, and lively temper ; need I add, that 
| the is excecding/y dear 10 
yours, &c, 

E. Evs10x, 
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LETTER XV. 


£ 


. Miſs Pzzxcy to Miſs Prrwon rn. 


H, my Hebe! what a letter have 
you wrote | What a diſcovery have 
you made ! What truths have you writ- 
ten! Truths of which I was totally ig- 
norant, till you made me acquainted 
with them, I was thoroughly ſenſible, 


indeed, that I eſteemed, that I honoured - 


Lord Hampton ; but I did not imagine 
that I loved him. It is you, my kind 
friend, my good girl, who have opened 
my eyes, for which I return you my ſin- 
cere thanks; and you may be aſſured 


1 will do every thing in my power to 


follow your advice, with regard to Lord 
Hampton ; but then you muſt not aſk 
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bring myſelf to love any other man. 
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me, you muſt not expect me to accept 


offer. I cannot, indeed, my dear, put 
ſo great a force upon my inclination. I 
can ſtrive againſt what is criminal, what 
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that I ſhall conquer ; yet I cannot think 
of marrying ont man, when—I am not 
able to write what my heart dictates upon 
this ſubject I am afraid I ſhall never 


I can remain as I am without making 
any farther diſcoveries of an inclination 
which nobody has, I hope, ſeen or ſuſ- 
pected except yourſelf, I am not, how- 
ever, conſcious of having ſaid or done 
ſuch a ſuſpicion; I thought, indeed, 
that I was acting the moſt juſtifiable 
part in the world, in admiring, in praiſing 
a man, who appeared to me deſerving of 

every 
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every body's admiration, entitled to every 
body's en 1 dl not imagine that 
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I ſhall, for the future, watch over my 
every look, word, and action, with par- 


conduct. If you ſee me deviating in the 
leaſt from diſcretion, let me intreat you 
to be kind enough to inform me of my 
ſmalleſt deviations, that I may imme- 


diately—as I certainly will—uſe my ut- 
moſt endeavours to repair my errors, 
You, my good friend, who firlt perceived 
my errors, ſhall aſſiſt me in the correc- 


tion of them ; you ſhall tell me how far 
I may venture to go, and when I muſt 
| op. You think, perhaps, that you 
have already ſaid enough, by informing 
me that this admired man feels nothing 
3 2 You have, 
indeed, 


"mo 
1x 
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ticular attention; and . I beg you would, 
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indeed, almoſt deprived me of my life 
by telling me ſo. By that alone, Hebe, 
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would be criminal, On the contrary, 
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? honour, eſteem him a thouſand times 
9 


more ſon nor being guilty of a weak - 
neſs equal to your poor friend's ; or at 
leaſt for concealing his weakneſs ſo nice- 


| bf as 10 prevent its being diſcovered, 
But he has nothing to conceal ; he ſecs 


nothing in me worthy of his regard 
thing to condemn ? He ought to deſpiſe 


2 girl who dares $0 think too tenderly 


of him, while he is under the moſt ſa. 
cred of all engagements, Muſt not this 
belaviour of his, then, unavoidably | 

Talc 
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raiſe him higher in my eſteem? In the 
eſteem of every good and reſpectable 

perſon ? And ſurely, Hebe, I may g 
him: though I muſt not preſume to go 
any farther. Jou cannot imagine ho. 
my heart ſunk within me when came 
to theſe words in your letter, He has '4 
not the leaſt pretence to be in love with 
face glowed with ſhame ; it ſtill glows. | 
Yet, indeed, my dear Hebe, I have 
made no intentional diſcloſure of my in- 
clination ; an inclination which ought, | 
certainly, to be concealed with the great- 
eſt care, I do not wiſh to hide ic from 
you, but I ſincerely wiſh that be, of all 
people, may be ever unacquainted with it, 
You cannot conceive the agitation 


into which your letter drew me, I am 
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do look or to ſpeak, leſt I ſhould betray. 
== myſelf; I had a great mind not to have 
gone down to ſupper that evening. I 
"7 pleaded illneſs, though I abhor all kinds 


i = 
3 I 


4 | ſtay above, I thought it better to behave 


in my uſual manner, yet 1 knew not 
bow to meet his Lordſhip's eyes, I 


1 | . 1 
? not that he 


cially as he took notice of my embar- 


raſſment, and treated me with a conſi - 
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h is, 
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Wy deration, a gentleneſs, which but too 
much encreaſed it I dread his diſcover- 
ing the ſenſations I feel on bis account ; 
ſenſations which 1 wiſh to ſtifle, as they 
ought not to be indulged, 


* 1 am afraid,” ſaid he, © that you are 
* not well” - and preſſed me to order 
whatever 
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ever was either proper for me, or agree- | 
able to me. 


To give a turn to his affeRionate be- 1 
haviour, which overwhelmed me with 7 
a ſoſtneſa of which I was never ſenſible 2 
vill that moment, I replied, “ I am ven 
* well,” J 


% nication of it. Lou are not afraid to 
truſt me, my dear Kitty, I hope. 
* You may very juſtly look on me as 
much your friend, as I am your guar- 


1 


« dian,” 


. What « t what « fGerking eä 
was this, my dear Hebe ! How it went 
to my heart! I could not ſpeak; 1 
tould only ſigh, 


Feger 
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Looking at me with the moſt affect - 
ing ſmile, he cried, © Are you in love, 
Xx © my dear girl? If you are, my friend 
= © dam is, © hope, "e man. of your 


= 1 felt as if 1 was going to fink into 
X the earth; I wiſhed to be any where 
but where I was, to hide my face, which 

i- 7 glowed like fire dared not to lift up 
= my eyes yet I could not bear to have 
bim ſo deceived in me, as to think that 
8 I was in love with Mr, Selwyn, I there- 
, i fore haſtened to aſſure him I was not, 
| though I could hardly articulate my 
words diſtinftly, Indeed, Hebe, I am 
very fooliſh; and yet I ſhould be abſo- 
lutely ſtupid, quite blind, werk I inſen- 
ſible to the many fine qualities of which 
| Lord Hampton is poſſeſſed: but then 
it is my duty to look upon lum only in 
- 
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the light of a guardian will ſtrive to | 
behold him in no other light—You have 
been very kind to inform me of an im- 
propriety of which I was not conſcious i 
| you ſee me acting wrong in any ſhape ; i 
do every thing, in ſhort, but deſire me to 4 
give my hand to Mr. Selwyn—That is i 
impoſſible, I cannot think of char. 


2 


C. Pzrcy, 


LETTER XVI. 
Mr, Evsronw to Sir War rs Carty, 


f HAVE been with that obſtinate fel- 
low Sir Thomas,---My dear girl was 
right,---She ball be mnins.---Fie has ab- 
lolutely 


F I think, however, that I may be ſure 
chat Hebe will never be united to him : 


F Miss PETWORTH. 69 
1 ſolutely refuſed me, though he could 
1 oppoſition to my overtures : he only told 
me, with a ridiculous ſelf. importance, 
EX that he intended to marry her himſelf. 


l will even venture to pronounce that ſhe 
vill marry no man except we but it 
will be a difficult matter, I imagine, to 
| to get her out of Sir Thomas's power : 
for though I am certain that ſhe loves 
me alone, there is always a little delicacy 
required in the management of ſuch af- 
fairs as theſe ; and delicacy there fhould 
be in the management of them: the wo- 
man who, on ſuch occaſions, is guilty of 
any indelicacies, will never make a good 
wife: yet there may be too much refine- 
ment, I am extremely impatient to fee 
my dear girl, I aſked Sir Thomas to let 

p me 
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conference with him : the brute refuſed 
me, and ſaid he would wil her himſelf. 
I ſhall, however, endeavour to get at her, 
and try to prevail on her to conſent to 
be mine, in ſpite of bis refuſal, I will 
firſt write, and ſee what effect a letter will 
have upon her, If ſhe will go off with 
me, I will cruſt to chance for the reco- 
very of her fortune ; that is a mere trifle 
when put in competition with her perſon | 
and her mind, in the opinion of 


yours, lc. 


E. Eus rox 


NN 
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LETTER XVI. 
Lord HAurrox to Mr. Sgtwrn. 


OU tell me that you have no ſuc- 
A ceſs in your efforts to pleaſe my 
little girl ; but I believe you are miſta- 
ken : you wrong your own merit, and her 
diſcernment. It is impoſſible for her to be 


blind to your good qualities---ſetting aſide 


your perſonal attraftions---and I hope 
Us her heart is not already engaged. 
By the eaſe, and unaffected chearfulnels 
of her looks and behaviour, indeed; on 
her firſt arrival here, and for ſome time 
aherwards, I imagined it to be entirely 
at liberey ; but laſt night, ſhe looked fo 


| dejefted and unhappy, that I, at firit, 
i feared the was ill, When the affured me 


of 
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friend. 


She fetched ſo deep a Ggh at the 
mention of the laſt word, that I toll 
her, between jeſt and earneſt, I hoped 


ſhe was not in love—at leaſt with no 
body but you. 


A roſy bluſh, at that moment, over- 
ſpread her face: I concluded, therefore. 


emed to be à little diſconcerted at m 


having found her out, She is really 18 


moſt amiable girl, and I think you can. 


not fail of being happy in her affection 
the ſumplicity of her manners too, and 


caſte, muſt ſurely render her u very deb 


of the contrary, I thought ſomething bal 
fired her to ſpeak to me with the greateſt 1 
. 
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that 1 had gueſſed right, though ſhe 
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rab? 
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. Miss PETWORTH. ; 
erel liable to change when ſhe is once fixed, 
= demeſfs. You will tell me, perhaps, that 
J. of all people, ſhould not venture to be 
ſo ſanguine about her conſtancy, as my 
Lady acts ſo ſtrongly in oppoſition to 
| that conjaga! virtue: but then be pleaſed 
| toconſider, that Lady Hampton never in 
| any ſhape reſembled Miſs Percy; ſhe was 
vas brought up agreeably to the preſent 
uſipated and extravegant mode of liv- 


: the was not incapable of feeling, 
2 1 


| with too much violence: they could not 
be laſting, —ů—ů 
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Ay purſued ever ſince, and ſhe will, in all 

probability, be only addicted to it to 
allo, that ————— bk | 
of my life, not only deſtirure bf enjoy- 
ment, but liable to every diſagrecable, 
every dangerous ſituation, in which 2 
man can be poſſibly placed, who has « 
to engage — — are 


neglected for, arc ſwallowed up by, the 
gaming · table. Happy had I bcen if ſhe 
had never felt an inclination for me 
However, fince it is my unfortunate lot 
to be Allied to a woman of this turn, 
muſt bear it in the beſt manner I can 
yet when I ſer chat there are women of 


ſo different a turn, I am ſometimes in 


duced to lament a marriage of which | 
never 


SEE EZ IF ore» p 


5 never approved: Lean truly ſay, it was 


W becn of fo very ſhort a duration, I certain- | 
y ſhould not have ventured upon her, as 
_ | might have found « women more 

| ſuitable to my own taſte, with whom I 
might have lived a life truly domeſtic, a 
| life which I ſhall never, I fear, now ex- 
| perience, Reflections of this kind make 
ms melanchaly---But why ſhould I pro- 
coed ?---1 have no deſire to make you 
feel my ſenſations. I will therefore con- 


Yours as uſual, 


* Pl Huron, 


Ms PETWORTH. „„ 
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nt the ſight of her, but even to ger ar 


ever, give her up ſo ; 1 will perſevere in 


LETTER XVII. 


Mr. EvsTon to Sir Wal Taz Carey. 1 1 


a ſtrict watch over my far ä 4 | 
Hebe thet I am not only unable to get 
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anſwer to the many letters I have i 
ſent to her, to perſuade her to ſeize an 
opportunity wo cope with me to the 
Land of Mairimony, I will not, how-t 


8 
rt 


making efforts to releaſe her from her 
confinement, and to put her under 4 
more pleaſing one, I am ſure the loves 
me ; the will, therefore, be glad, moſt 
certainly, io change her 01d guardian for 
26 

att 


8411228 


8 


us PETWORTH. 57 
T ſervants to no purpoſe; but I have ano- 
WE ther thought. I have accidentally met 


wich a man who tranſacts the old fel- 
TX 1ow's buſineſs in the Alley ; for, next 
XZ to his ward, he loves money better than 
FF any thing in the world. Now, if I can 
r get him into the city, upon the pro- 
i ſpect of a good bargain, I may be able 


q of 


W 9 ſtorm his caſtle in his abſence, and 
W carry off my fair prize. Yet methinks 
W there is ſomething queer in being forced 
. The woman 
loſes a Little of that deli- 


* — renders her alluring. Such 


proceedings as theſe, indeed, throw op- 
= portunitics in a man's way which he 
= may not be always able to reſiſt ; they 
certainly create a number of awkward- 
weſſes at leaſt, on both ſides, In ſhort, 
I rather wiſh that the old Argus would 
| E 3 let 
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let me have my Hebe in the common 
way ; but as be is obſtinate, and as I am 


rerms 1 can. Her ſituations, undoubt- "i 


am too much afraid that a woman who 
other time, be ſtrongly tempted to run 
off with another, on his appearing more 
agreeable to her fancy. What are your 
ſentiments, Carey, upon this particular 
and perplexing ſubject ? If they coincide 


with mine, write to me immediately, or 


your letter may not reach me in ſeveral 
days. Wherever I am, I ſhall always be 


yours moſt ſincerely, 


I. k T. 


E. EvsTon, 
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LETTER XIX. 


= Mis Pacer to MiG PzrworTh. 
5 It ſeems to be an age ſince 1 
= 1 have no friend but yourſelf to ſpeak 
to -No friend ! I ought not to ſay fo, 
neither, as Lord Hampton is a very kind 
one; yet his kindneſs gives me the 
greateſt diſquiet, I dare not begin to 
open my heart to him, leſt he ſhould. 
read there what it is not proper for him 
to know, How happily---how unhap- 
| pily too am I ſituated ! To be always 
near a man fo fincly ſenſible and accom» 
pliſhed as Lord Hampton is; to hear 
E 4 bim 


a 
oy 
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him read ; to liſten to his converſation ; 
to be under his protection; to ſee him 
every day, and all the day ; to know 
that he is my friend; to behold him 
ſtudious to procure me pleaſure; to 
know that he is warmly intereſted in 
my happineſs---Oh, Hebe ! have I not 
ſufficient reaſon to be contented with my 
firuation ? And yet I am not contented 


Hampton's friendſhip ! of his k indneſſes 
of his attentions !---I ſometimes endea- 
vour to excuſe myſelf, by imagining that 
I am really injured, by being ſo earneſt- 
y urged to conſent to Mr, Selwyn's pro- 
polals, He has not, indeed, made any 
overtures lately ; but I fe plainly, he 
wiſhes to renew them; and I fee, as 
plainly, by the eagerneſs with which my 
Lord recommends him, that your obſer- 
vation, with regard to his liking me, 


a 


with it. How undeſerving am 1 of Lord 
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was a very juſt one. No- Lord Hamp- 
ton has a better taſte---he has more diſ- 
cretion---I ſhould not have thought of 
him in the manner, the improper manner 
I do, had not you and be ſo ſtrongly 
preſſed me to accept of Mr. Selwyn. 
It was not till then I conſidered the great 
difference between them: I am ready to 
allow Mr, Selwyn all the merit to which 
he is juſtly entitled, yet he muſt certain- 
ly appear in an inferior light, in the eyes 
of moſt impartial judges, when compared 
with his Lordſhip, Mr, Selwyn, it is 
true, takes an infinite deal of pains to 
pleaſe me, but---I am ſorry to ſay it 
to no purpole, I am expected to look 
upon him as a lover; as a friend I am 
very ready to regard him, and to treat 
him with all the conſideration in my po- 
wer, 87 He 
replied, that a delicate woman's 
E 5 friend- 
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when I am with him, ſuſpect what paſſes 
in my heart, I am quite embarraſſed, 
quite diſtreſled, when 1 think cf my paſt 
behaviour ; and I am extremely fearful 
of committing new follies, Come then, 
my deareſt Hebe, and by your advice, 
your friendly ſocicty, reconcile me a lit- 


tie to myſelf, for I am at preſent, very | 
low indeed in my own eſtimation. 1 am 


Miss PET WORT H. 8g 


LETTER XX. 
Miſe PeTwonzTH to Miſs Percy. 


Peterſbam. 
7 OU will be ſurpriſed, my dear 
Kitty, to receive a letter from me, 
imagine, dated at Peterſham : you will 
be much more ſurpriſed at what I have 
io relate and as you are, on many ac. 


Sr 
| have nat cy been chrown in the 
luch a „ us 60 xclade ee myſelf 
6 from . 
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from happineſs during the remainder of 
my life, 


You muſt, undoubtedly, have won- 
dered at my neither ſeeing you, nor 
writing to you. Agreeably to your ad- 
vice, and ſtill more to my own inclina- 
tion, I permitted Euſton to ſolicit Sir 
Thomas's conſent, though I was tho- 
roughly aſſured, at the ſame time, that 
he would never obtain it. 


Sir Thomas peremptorily refuſed his 

conſent, and was alſo ſo apprehenſive 
>——of any leaving him, that he confined me 
to my own apartment, This proceed- 
ing, I muſt confeſs, galled me beyond all 
bearing, and I was, at length, weak 
enough to be over-perſuaded to take 3 
ſtep which will admit of no juſtification 
ͤ— 2mm 


A 


Mrss PETWORT H. 8; 
ſect upon the conſequences naturally 
to be expected from ſuch a ſtep before 
| the takes it, ſhe would ſuſſer ahnoſt any 
thing rather than venture upon it. 


While I was confined in my apart- 
ment, fretting at a ſituation which ſoon 
became extremely diſagrecable to me, 
[ was ſurpriſed at the entrance of Euſton, 
He told me that Sir Thomas was ſafe for 
a couple of hours, and that he had pre- 
wwailed on the maid to let him ſee me. 


T ſcarce know what anſwer I made to 
ſo unexpected an addreſs, I am afraid 
I diſcovered but too much pleaſure at 
the trouble he had taken, and at the ex- 
pence to which he had put himſelf to 
procure a ſight of me ; for a the fight. 
| of me he diſcovered the greateſt tran- 
ports: urging, at the ſame time, a 
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thouſand reaſons to convince me of the 
neceſſity. of ſeiring that opportunity to 
go off with him to Scotland: aſſuring * 
me, . alſo, that he did not believe I 
ſhould ever find another; that he had 


ſtreet ; and that not a moment was to 
be loſt, if I was not determined to puniſh BE 
myſelf, and render him miſerable for lite, 
by marrying Sir Thomas. 


I ſhuddered, I confeſs, at the alterna - 
tives which he placed before ime in the 
moſt ſtriking lights. I could not, in- 
deed, endure the thoughts of ſo odious 
a marriage, nor could I reſolve to act in 
the imprudent, indelicate manner, pro- 
poſed by my lover, Is not 8 woman 
chargeable with want of delicacy as well 
as prudence, who truſts herſelf with a 
man upon ſuch an occaſion f Yet what 

| ſhall 


1 


| by the importunitics of the man who 


e happineſs as he had for his own, I. 
length, though with no ſmall reluct- 
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ſhall I ſay, my dear Kitty, in my excuſe? 


1a certainly infatuated; I was no 


longer under the guidance of reaſon. 
The eloquence of the man in whom I 


= imagined I might fully conſide, added 
ds the horror I felt at the idea of be- 


coming the wife of a man whom 1 
loathed, prompted me, at laſt, to con- 
ſent, Still, however, I hung back ; ſtill 


W 1 t©icſrared; 1 withed for ſome friend 


to adviſe me, ſome iriend to counte- 
nance me in purſuing a meaſure of which 
could not approve ; but no friend was 
at hand to diſſuade me from a proceed- 
ing ſo much to be condemned—1I was 
left to the direction of my own paſſions, 
Hurried on by fear, and over-powered 


pretended to have as true a regard for 


ance, 
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ance, complied ; or, to ſpeak more pro- 
perly, I ſuffered myſelf to be led, an un- 


reſiſting victim, to the chaiſe. 


At firſt, however, I moſt earneſtly in- 
ſiſted upon my maid's going with we, 
fooliſhly believing chat ſhe who had al- 


ready betrayed her truſt, would be faith- 
ful to me; it was this conſideration 
which made Euſton oppoſe her attending 
us. She was, therefore, left behind, to 
tell what ſhe pleaſed of my conduct, 
which, if not abſolutely criminal, was 
not certainly to be vindicated, 


When we ſet out, the driver was or- 
| dered to make all the haſte in his power, 


During our rapid ride, Euſton, ſeeing | 


me extremely terrified, availed himiclf 


of all l. ſoothing arts io gender me more 
ſatisfied 
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man whom I had conſented to marry, 
by cloping with him, ſome proofs of 
my partiality for him; I was, indeed, 
| irreſiſtibly impelled to give him uch 
proofs by the ſenſations I felr in his fa- 
wor. Yet, though I found myſdf 
more at caſe and more ſatisfied with his 
behaviour than I had expected to be, 
I kept up a reſerve, becauſe I thought 
it quite neceſſary, My reſerve, I ſoon 
found, both diſconcertod and ditnleated 
bm: he carried it off, however, preity 
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well till we fat down to ſupper, at the 
end of our firſt day's journey. 


At ſupper, as I found myſelf little diſ- 
poſed to eat, he preſſed me extremely 
to take. ſome refreſhment ; he preſſed 
me, alſo, to drink freely of what, he aſ- 
_ ſured me, was a very ſmall, but enliven- 
ing kind of negus. Todo him the only 
Juſtice he has left in my power, I really 
believe there was nothing of an intoxi- 
cating nature added to make the wine 
more powerful, but I repeatedly excuſed 
myſclt from taſting more than a fingle 
glaf, though he, indeed, pleading his 
fatigue, and the relief it afforded him, 
took a pretty large quantity of it. 
When he had taken ſeveral draughts be 


began to behave to me with a freedom 


which offended me: he took jiberties 
with me which alarmed me, and deter- 


mined | 
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he 


| going to bed, threw myſelf into a chair, 
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mined me haſtily to leave him; I roſe, 
and retired to the room I had choſen, 
There I locked myſelf in, and inſtead of 


giving myſelf up to the moſt mortifying 
refleftions, as I concluded that if he 


| proceeded ſo far upon our firſt ſtage, 


I had much to fear from his behaviour 
in our progreſs, I was terrified to death 


when I conſidered where I was, and 


with whom I was ; when I conſidered 
that the man whom I had diſtinguiſhed 
from all his ſex had deceived me, How- 


ever, though I was ſhocked at, what I 
| thought, the cruelty of his conduct, I 


was ſtill ſo infatuated that 1 felt emo- 
tions very favourable to him ; emotions 
for which I heartily deſpiſed myſdlf—— 
have who puts herſelf in . 
1 man whom ſhe loves, before the is 
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honourably united to him ! I have been 
but too ſoon ſenſible of the truth of 
this remark. But to go on: Infatuated 


_ as I was, I ſtill had ſpirit enough (eſpe- 
cially as I had gained time by breaking 


from him, and by refle&ting upon my 
dangerous ſituation) to determine to fly 


the confidence I had placed in him. 


The moment it was light, in the 
morning, I went ſoftly out of my room, 
ran down ſtairs, quitted the houſe, and 
walked as faſt as I could to the end of 


the town, 


I went into the firſt houſe I ſaw with 
a door open , it happened to belong to 
ſome working people, Telling them 
that I had been taken ill in my way 10 
London, I begged them to procure me 
a place 
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| a place in the ſtage- ooch, and to permit 


me to ſtay wich them till it was ready 


to ſet out, thinking I ſhould be ſafer in 


a ſtage-coach with other company, than 
alone in a poſt-chaiſe, They complied 
with my requeſt, and treated me with 
great civility, without diſcovering an im- 
pertinent curioſity about me, I reward- 
ed their civilities with a trifling preſent, 
and ſet out towards London in ti ſtage 
Luckily for me there happer:*d to 
be very inoffenſive, quict people in it, 
who gave me no fort of trouble, but 
ſuffered me to give a looſe to my re- 
fleftions, My refleftions, indeed, at 
that time, were not agreeable ones; I 
wiſhed, however, to indulge them, My 
greateſt difficulty was whither 0 go, 
upon my arrival in London, as I could 
not rationally expect any tolerable treat- 


ment from Sir Thomas ; as could not 
but 


A 
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but ſuppoſe, indeed, that he would tak: 
advantage of what had happened, in order 
to hurry me into a marriage, of which | 
could not think without the greateſt ab. 
horrence, Once it came into my head 
to deſire Lord Hampton's protection, 
as it was my firſt wiſh to be with you, 
my dear Kitty, but I had ſeveral reaſons 
againſt taking ſuch a ſtep, and I kney 
not, for a conſiderable time, in what 
manner to act: at length, I thought 1 
would go to Buller, and aſk her advice 
in an affair of ſo much importance to 
my character and my peace, My cha- 
rafter, I concluded, was loſt, and moſt 
deſervedly, by the indiſcreetneſs of my 


whom my father had appointed to take 
care of me, and going away with a man, 
without acquainting any body with my 


When 
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= When I came to London, I called a 
hackney-coach, and went directly to 


Mrs. Bulle:t's, Fortunately I found her 


at home. I related to her all that had 
| ments, and carneſtly entreated her to 
tell me v hat I muſt do; for as to giving 
my conie:it to marry Sir Thomas after 
the tolly I had been guilty of, I could 
not think of it—I did not imagine, in- 
| deed, that he would lock upon me as 
worthy of his attention, atter juch un- 
: difiable behaviour. 


Mrs, Buller, ever ſenſible and friend- 
ly, told me, that there was but one way 
for me, in her opinion, to extricate my- 
ſelf from the perplexity in which 1 was 
invelved—* You muſt chuſe another 
„ guardian immediately,” added the, 
— 
44 
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from Sir Thomas; thoſe which you 4 4 
have already received may be very 
properly urged by you in defence of | 18 
« your elopement with Euſton : be will | * 
not,“ continued ſhe, be much dif. 
« poſed to talk about an affair, in the if F 
2 of which he has not ſu c- 


I was extremely pleaſed with this pro- 
poſal. But whom ſhall I chuſe ?“ re. 4 
plied 1; © whom can I truſt, after hav. : 
ing been deceived by one, and ſo il! 
4 treated, as well as deceived, by ano- Wi 
* ther ?” . 


She pauſed a moment, and then a, 
What think you of my brother? You 
„ venture,” added ſhe, with a ſmile, © 1 - 
4% anſwer for his not behaving to 5 
eicher like Sir Thomas or Euſton.” Þ 

# | hav 
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hae not the pleaſure of know- 
1 ing your brother,” ſaid I, gaining 
1 vme courage from the , hopes of having 
: = anc * 
u- | 1 ** !” replied ſhe, * he has lived 
be ( chiefly at Peterſham ſince the com- 
= © mencement of our acquaintance, A 


= © natural inclination for privacy, in- 
= © creaſed by a diſappointment he met 
5 with in the early part of his life, has 
* almoſt fixed him to the pleaſant ſpot 
= © he purchaſed ſome years ago there, 
= < You reed not be afraid,” added the, 
: 4 | laughing; © he will not lock you up 
4 | 4 with him,” 


in not afraid, my dear Mrs, Bul- 
| 1 | 4 ler,” anſwered I. of being confined by 
body belonging to you, I am on- 
"WR © |y afraid that your brother will not ace 
SEL. FF ® cept 


98 Tun HISTORY or 
cept of ſo troubleſome a charge. 1 
have ſuffered ſo ſeverely from my firſt 
« falſe ſtep, that I can aſſure you, faith- 


fully, he may be very eaſy about me 
« for the reſt of my life.“ 


She ſmiled, and ſaid, © I am glad to 
« ſee you have not loſt your ſpirits : but 
there is no time to be loſt; the beſt 
« though it is paſt eight o'clock.” 


Ircadily acquicced with her ed. 


chenſive of Sir Thomas's 
— pur before I had put myſcli 
under the protection of another guardian. 


Mrs, Buller was as little defirous of 
Sir Thomas's finding me at ber houſe 
or indeed at any houſe as I could be, 
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While I was upon the road, and not 
till then, I began to reflect that ſhould I 
be overtaken by him, he would certainly 
get me into his hands again, as he could 
have no reaſon to expect any reſiſtance 
from two helpleſs women —However, I 
did not meet with ſuch an additional miſ- 


fortune. 


After having been terrified with not a 


few apprehenſions of every kind, we ar- 
nved at Mr, Edwards's, 


Mr, Edwards received his ſiſter in a 


manner, I was pleaſed with his firſt ap- 
pearance ; there was a plain kind of elo. 
quence both in his perſon and his ad- 
4 which ſufficiently ſhewed him to 
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he would behave to me with'the greateſt 
propriety. Mrs. Buller introduced me 
in the pretticſt way imaginable, and re- 
lated my difagreeable hiſtory in terms 
which placed the folly I had committed 
in the leaſt contemptible light. I felt 
myſelf bluſh, however, up to the eyes, at 
hearing ny abſurd conduct mentioned, 
though by a friend, whowas kind enough 
to ſoften it as much as it could be ſof- 
tened, I was then truly ſenſible of the 
, Indelicacy of which I had been puilty, 
by going off with Euſton ; and the more 


DN, as he had made the moſt ungene- 


rous return for the confidence I repoſed 
in him, My teflections on that return 
leſſened him ſo exceedingly in my opi- 
nion, that I believed myſelf quite cured 
of the partiality I once felt for him ; 
they alſo ſerved to make me endeavour 


to recommend u to Mr, Edwards, 
whole 
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= whoſe protection was the principal ob- 
dect I had in view. 


Mr. Edwards very kindly accepted 
© of the charge which his ſiſter earneſtly 
= preſſed him to undertake; and ſeeing 
= me awkwardly embarraſſed, good-na- 
= turedly attempted to adminiſter conſola- 
don to me. I did not, perhaps, deſerve 

= conſolation, but I certainly wanted it; 

& 1 was extremely depreſſed, 


= Edwards ſaw every thing that paſſed 
in my heart; and ſtrove to give a more 
chearful turn to the converſation ; but 
my ſpirits were too much ſunk to be 


8 raiſed by his friendly efforts. In vain 


did he try to enſiven me, He propoſed 
to his ſiſter our return to London; but 
the dread of bring expoſed to the eyes 
of the public, after having acted with ſo 

F 3 much 
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wiſh to be concealed a little from it. 3 


Edwards, with great politenefs, aſſured 
me that I ſhould be my own miſtreſs i 
— * However,” added he, * if 5 
go into public immediately—That is 
40 the beſt way, i in my opinion to fil 1 
* any reports to your diſadvantage, and 


to convince the world of the falſity z 


may be thrown out againſt you by the BY 
©* envious and cenſorious of both ſexes,” 


4 You are very good, Sir,“ replied I. 
to endeavour to make me more ſatis- 
* fied with myſelf than I can have any 
„ reaſon to be, at preſent ; but as 1! 
„ mf be known that I have left 15 
% Thomas, it will alſo be known that 
4 | went away with Mr, Euſton,” 
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« By chuſing a new guardian,” ſaid 
| he, in conſequence of the impro- 
per treatment you met with from Sir 
Thomas, you will ſufficiently apolo- 
« gize for your conduct, and clear your- 
. © ſelf from all blame. As to Mr. Eu- 
«* ſton, if he 's quict, nobody will ſu- 
* ſpeft, nobody will believe, at leaſt, 
* any improper connection between you 
= © and hin. If he ſhould be imperti- 
nent, it will be wy place to ſilence 
him inſtantly, You cannot, there- 
fore, Madam,” continued he, © ap- 
« pear too ſoon,” 
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Was not this advice very judicious, 
Kitty? I determined to take it, but 
begged a couple of days juſt to recover 
myſelf, He very readily granted my 
requeſt, telling me, at the ſame time, 
that he belicved that he ſhould not be 
able to deny me any thing, 

14 
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This was fine ſpeech, Kitty, from a 
man who is to direct me in all my 
affairs Hitherto, I have found men 


the greateſt of all deceivers: I wiſh I 
may meet with no more of the ſame 


kind, Here indeed is a flattering ap- 


pearance of honour and integrity, Mr. 
Edwards, if he proves what he ſeems to 
be, will merit my higheſt eſteem, and I 
mall be fortunate indeed ; but whatever 
be the event, Jet my indiſcretion be a 
warning to you ; be warned by me, Kitty, 
never to let paſſion get the better of rea- 
ſon, Terrified as I was at Sir Thomas's 
behaviour, I ſhould not have acted in 
manner ſo oppoſite to that modeſty 
and delicacy by which every female 
ſhould aim to diſtinguiſh hericlf, I am 
abſulutcly aftoniſhed when I thiak on 
what is paſt; when I think of having 
ventured on ſuch a journey alone with a 


mi. 
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man. I am now thoroughly convinced 
of my folly, I deſpiſe myſeif for it, 
in ſome meaſure, atone for my deviation 
from the line of prudence. I hope, too, 
= that my example will deter every young 
= ble manner. Prompted by his conſide- 
nion, I ſhall not oppoſe my re-appear- 


W ance in town for a iew days, at Mrs, 


8 Buller's ; there I ſhall be extremely glad 
& to ice you, 


l have already made my letter ſo long 

that I cannot ſtay to enter wto particu» 
lars in anſwer to your laſt favour, In 
general I cannot help ſaying, that 1 diſ- 
| approve of your encouraging 2 paſſion 
for a man of whom 't is criminal to think, 
| as % hank of him, You Batter yours 
ſelf that you may innocently indulge 
F 5 yourſelf 
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yourſelf in a friendſhip for him; but if 
friendſbip with man is like friendſhip 
with woman, fiſter to love, the indul- 
gence of it in your ſituation is not to 
be defended. Pray, Kitty, turn your 
thoughts from Lord Hampton, fix your il 
be aſſured that I ſhall ever remain, 2 

yours ſincerely, 


Hanz PerworT!, Bf 


LETTER xx. 
Mr. Eus ron to Sir Wal rz Carty, 


ONG e're this I thought to have 
been exulting in my happineſs, a joy- 
ful bridegroom ; but I deſerve the dif- 
appointment I have met with, Yet tell 
me, Carcy, what opinion ſhould you have 
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formed of the woman who had courage 
to elope with a man ; who would truſt 
herſelf ſo many days and nights to his 


preſſing ſolicitations to make both him 


and herſelf happy, and not to delay, 
merely for an idle ceremony, that could 


not add a ſingle tranſport to their joys ? 


And pray tell me, alſo, what opinion 
muſt any woman have of a fellow who, 
pretending to be paſſionately in love 
with her, ſhould fit tamely by her ſide, 


and never attempt the ſmalleſt familiari- 


ties with her—never ſolicit any favours ! 
I' ſhould have looked upon myſelf, I 


_ confeſs, as the moſt indiflerent, the moſt 


inſenſible of all men; I ſhould have be- 
lieved that I appeared in the lady's cyes 
in the moſt contemprible light, had I fo 
behaved, I have found myſelf miſtaken, 
however ; I could hang myſelf tor iy 
temerity, at a tine when I thought 1 vas 
doing a laudable action. In ſhort, Co. 
F6 7 
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rey, I perſuaded the poor, terrified girl 
to go off with me, in the abſence of her 
guardian, who had perſiſted in his deter- 
mination to marry her : but it was a 
difficult matter to prevail upon her, and 
I believe it was a fincere inclination for 
me, added to the horror ſhe felt at the 
thoughts of being tied to the old dotard, 
which made her conſent to go off with 
me; though ſhe conſented with the 
greateſt reluctance. Still I argued thus— 
The woman who cannot refuſe to ac- 
company a man ſo many miles by her- 
ſelf, cannot deny him any thing,” Be- 
ſides, my Hebe looked fo gentle, and fo 
tender, and was ſo entirely in my po- 
wer, that I could not poſſibly reſiſt the 
aemptaticn. I therefore made the at- 
"rack, but I was repulſed with all the 
pride and ſpirit of injured virtue. Her 
14 
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me -diſconcerted me, as I had really 
imagined that a woman who could ven- 

ture to take one wrong itep, would, with 
very little hefit»non, comply with my 
warmeſt wiſhes. I hardly knew what to 
ſay to her I ſafc;ed her to retire to her 
apartment, while I remained awe- ſtruck 
and ſtupified with what had juſt paſt, 
At the ſame moment I telt myſelf ready 


1 to applaud her conduct, and to condemn 


my own. he firſt thing I heard in che 
morning was her departure, I was then 
ſenſible that I had behaved beth likc a 
fool and a raſcal, and that no looſe or 
improper inclination had prompted her 
to go off with me, but merely a deſire to 


prevent Sir Thomas's exercifing any un- 


due authority over her, and to ſottle 
herſelf agreeably with a man in whom 
ſhe imegined ſhe might place an entire 


ONNOCNCE 5 © who —_ when 1 
lay 
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ſenſible of my folly too late : I could 
not recall what was paſt ; and Hebe had 


put it out of my power to beg her par- J 


don, and to prevail on her to be recon- 
ciled to me. 


Haſtening to London, I ſoon found 
that ſhe was gone to reſide with the agree- 
able widow who had accompanied her to 
Almack's concert, and that ſhe had cho- 


I ſat down immediately, and wrote a 


very penitential letter, in which I la- 


mented, moſt pathetically, the impropri- 
ety, the indelicacy of my conduct; af. 


allured her, at the ſame time, that it was 
wy fixed reſolution never to offend in 
that way again, might have ſparcd 
ny the pains I took to produce the 

reſtoration 


ſay ſo—ſhe was unjuſtly partial. I was : 


fured her, of my concern and remorſe, and 
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reſtoration of her ſavour: ſhe returned 


my letter unopened. 


This behaviour of hers galled me, I 
muſt own, exceedingly : it e f noi, how- 
ever, diſcourage me. I wrote again and 
ths p. p- 


torily refuſes either to ſee me, or to hear 


from me. What obſtinacy Yet ſhe is 
right: I deſerve to be puniſhed - but 
ſurely there ſhould be ſome limitation to 
my puniſhment : it ought not to be per- 
petual.— After all, this delicate and no- 
ble behaviour of hers has raiſed her con- 
ſiderably in my eſteem, and when I re- 


fle upon the diitreſs to which I reduced 


her—for the poor, dear, in{ulted girl 
ſhed tears —my foul meles within me; 1 
could die, methinks, for tlie recovery of 


her good opinion; but I fee not the maſt 


diſtant proſpect of it, I admire, 1 adore 
hes, 
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her, for the reſiſtance ſhe made to my 
deſires, I am thoroughly convinced 
that I have been wrong, yet I cannot 
help chink ing it hard that I ſhould loſe 
her at the very moment I have ſo much 
reaſon to eſteem her, to doat on her—1 
an now going to try ſome other method 
to get at her, In the mean while do 
you think for me, and inform me of any 
thing you imagine likely to ſoften this 
obdurate girl in favour of 
your ſincere friend, 
E. EvsTon. 


= * % & # WW _ *? 
Miſs Pzxcy to Miſs PeTworTn, 


Received your letter, my dear Hebe, 
and ſhould have flown, even to Peter- 


_ 0 ſee you, had 1 not been pre- 
vented 
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vented by having a feveriſh cold upon 
me. Lord Hampton will not ſuſſer me 


conſiderate for my peace. He ſat with 


me the beſt part of every day, read to 


The terror I felt at reading of your 


dangerous ſituation, of your whole pro- 
| ceeding?, indeed, is not to be deſcribed. 
Ho could you, my dear, ſenſible Hebe, 


think of venturing yourſelf ſo far with 


| a man alone ? I cremble at the thoughts 


of the riſk you ran, What a pity is it 
that you did not think of chuſing 


| another guardian before! However 1 


an glad you are under the care of Mr, 
Edwards, who is, | hope, a worthy man. 
10 
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To what dangers are unfortunate girls, 
deprived of their parents, expoſed ! 1 
think, my dear friend, I never could 
| have teken I rejoice at your eſcape, iſ 
and am of opinion that it is beſt for you 
70 appear as uſual in public, with pro- 
per company; for though you have if 
been indiſcreet, you have been happily 
preſerved from the greateſt of all mil- 
forrunes—You have alſo diſcovered 
that, eugh you liked the man with 
whoro you went away, you had fpiri 
er gh to reſent his unwarrantable bela 
viour in @ manner truly laudable, 


S7. 


1 have not ſaid any thing to my Lord 
about this affair ; but I ſhall be glad & 
your permiſſion to acquaint him with it, 
I wiſh you would give me leave to met. 
tion it to him ; he ought to be truſts 
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with it. A ſincere girl ſhould conceal 
nothing relating to herſelf, or cyen of 
her acquaintance, from thoſe who liave 
the care of her. I wiſh, alſo, I could 
follow your advice, Mr, Sclwyn is al- 
ways here, and does every thing in his 
power to pleaſe me; yer I cannot look 
upon him as a lover, though I think he 
8 merits all my regard as a friend; but 
- 8 bim, Hebe, will not be 


C. Pzxey, 
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LETTER XXII. 


Miſs Parwearn to Miſs Pzncy. 


Clerges-Street. 
Thank you for your kind viſit, my 
dear Kitty, Mrs. Buller, and Mr. 

Edwards were both much pleaſed with 

you. As to myſelf, I was forry to fee 

you look fo pale and thin. Indeed, 

Kitty, I fear you give way to a folly 

which may prove injurious to you 1n 

every ſhape—You ought to try—you 
muſt try to conquer it, 


You wiſh to be informed how Fir 
Thomas behaved, upon Mr, Edwards's 


telling lum, when he came to Mrs, Bul- 
ler's, 
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© ler's, that I had done him the honour 
(chat was his polite expreſſion) to chuſe 


him for my guardian, and that I choſe 
not to ſee him. 


The old gentleman flew into a violent 
paſſion, and ſaid that L ought to have 
given him my reaſons in a public man- 
ner when I left him, that he might not 
be charged by the world with any im- 
| propriety of behaviour to me; adding, 
| that he had always intended to marry 
me himſelf, but that he thought he was 
well rid of me, as I had, by doping with 
a fellow whom he had forbidden to fee 
| me, been guilty of a very capital indiſ- 


Since this is the caſe, Sir,“ ſaid Mr. 
Edwards, you cannot be diſpleaſed 
* with Miſs Petworth, for having with- 
* drawn herielf from your protection,” 

„uu, 
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« Yes, Sir, I am diſpleaſed at her un- 
« grateful behaviour,” - ſaid the old 
kni, ht, in a violent puff. I found it, 
indeed, an arduous taſk to keep ſuch 
« a wild, head - ſtrong girl in tolerable ot- 
« der: but as ſhe was left to my charge 
by her father, who was my worthy 
„ trend, I do not chuſe to have her 
forced from me; and I will not ſuf- 
fer her to be detained from me.“ 


* As to that, Sir,” replied Mr, Ed- 
wards, you muſt appeal to the court 
of chancery. I have nothing farther 
to tell you, than that the young lady's 
choice of me for her guardian is con- 
„ firmed, and that you have nothing 
more to do with her.“ 


Upon this the baron began to ſwe 
in ſo furious a manner, that Mr, Ed- 
. wards 
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| wards inſiſted upon his leaving his 
houſe immediately. As ſoon as he got 
| rid of him, he gave orders he ſhould not 
be admitted if he came again. 


| The moment 1 was ſure that Sir Tho» 
| was gone, I flew down airs, and thank- 
cd Mr, Edwards for his behaviour. He 
received me with ſmiles, and ſaid, that 
nothing could have given him more 
pleaſure than the having pleaſcd me. 


wrt WM I find myſelf very agrecably ſituated 
ther W bere. Mrs, Buller is exceedingly of liging, 
| and did not my reflections on my abſurd 
conduct prove troubleſome, I might be 
happy ; that is, as happy as a ſingle ſtate 
| can make me; for ſurely, my Kitty, I can 
never think of marrying after what has 
paſled, Where is the man who will think 


| of making me his wife ? or ſuppoſe any 


man 
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man ſhould offer to marry me, how can 
I, with the leaſt delicacy, accept of him ? 
Would he not know that I had been all 
night with a man alone; that I had cloped 
with him with my own conſent; and that 
he had dared to inſult me? I might ſay, 
indeed, that notwithſtanding the dangers 
to which I had been expoſed, I had eſcap- 
ed without theloſs of my virtue; but who 
would believe my afertions ? And ad- 
mitting that my aſſertions were credited, 
I ſhould be ſhocked at the thoughts of 


my dangerous ſituation, I ſhould ima- 
gine that I could not but appear in a 


contemptible light, on account of my in- 


diſcretion, even by him who had gene- 
roſity enough to overlook it, You will 
tell me, perhaps, that I may conceal my 
indiſcretion from the man who makes 
his addreſſes to me, 1 will never A fo 
hypocritical a part, He who can love me 


well 
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will bew entitled to the moſt unreſerved 
oonfeſſiona. You fee, then, that I muſt 
always remain as I am; and, perhaps, 
it is beſt for me to remain ſo, Yet 
| do you not know, Kitty, chat chere is 
a certain perverſeneſs in human nature, 
_ which makes us frequently wiſh for what 
is nt fir for us, and ſigh after what we 
muſt never enjoy ? However, I ſhall 
not be one of thoſe who languiſh for 
every thing which is out of their reach, 
On the contrary, I ſhudder at the moſt 
diſtant idea of love and marriage—1 was 
the better it may be: if it is a ſlate of 
pleaſure to ſome, it is a ſtate of ſorrow 
Oy to others, I once, indeed 
| imagined that 1 ſhould have been hap- 
pil warried wo Kuſton— But how came 
I mention the crad author of my 
Vou, I, G bs. 
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diſappointment and ſhame! Yet he 


what I now conſider as a capital error, 
1 might have applauded myſelf for hav- 


ed by every ſenlible, prudent, modeſt 
girl, It is fit, dlerefore, that I ihould 
ſee things in their proper colours ; it 4s 
fir that I ſhould ſuffer for my folly. 
I a 
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I am all ſubmiſſion to my fate—Euſton 
does not, certainly, look upon this af- 
fair in the ſame light as I do; he has 
wrote ſeveral letters to me; I have re- 
turned them all unopened. He has fince 
been here himſelf, and deſired to ſee me. 
On my repeated refuſal, he aſked for 
Mrs, Buller, who was alſo denied to him. 
I hope he will now ceaſe to take any no- 
tice of me. If I could remain here un- 
diſturbed, I might in time, I think, be 
reconciled to paſt tranſactions : but I 
never can forget -I ought not ever to 
forget them, They will ever live in my 


memory, io prevent me from committing. 


any more imprudences of the ſame kind, 


Adieu, my dear Kitty — May you take 
warning, by reflecting upon the glaring 


miſtakes of 
your aſſe/tionate friend, 
Inn PeETwor TH, 
(s 2 LE I, 
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LETTER XXIV. 
Mr. Eus ron to Sir Wirren Carry, 


HIS charming, perverſe girl, is de- 
termined to undo me every way ; 


for the more reſolute ſhe is to rejet me, 
the more ſhe riſes in my eſteem, I have 
wrote, and wrote again, I have made 
ſeveral attempts to ſpeak to her at Mrs, 
Buller's, but ſhe has conſtantly refuſed 
to come down to- me; nor can 1 even 
get at the ſight of Mrs, Buller ; how- 
ever, if they will not ſee me at home, they 
+ hall fee me abroad, I will follow my 
dear inexorable every where, I will haunt 
her till ſhe reſtores me to that peace of 
which ſhe has robbed me, and which it 
v GIG ev ans, That I 
have 
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have been wrong, I am very ready to 


acknowledge : but when J bath con- 
ſeſs that I am ſorry for my faylts, and 
beg pardon for them in the moſt ſub- 
miſſive manner, tis hard not to be ſor- 
given. She will, probably, repent, here- 
after, of her unrelenting behaviour, as 
the meaſures I ſhall take, in conſequence 
of that behaviour, will only increaſe her 
diſcontent, How blind are we to our 
own happineſs! What dupes are we to 


our underſtanding, as well as to our 
paſſions ! Now, if Miſs Petworth would 


ſent to receive me in company with her 
friend, every paſt, diſagreeable occur- 
rence might be forgotten, On the other 
hand, her pride and her obſtinacy will 
oblige me to commit——what be may 
call new offences, in order to come 
% 4 right adjuſtment of things, And 

Gz | yer, 
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yet, while I conderan her conduct. I ap- 
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LETTER xxv. 
Miſs Prrwon ru to Miſs Percy, 


OW much am I wor- 
ried and tormented, not only by 
the upbraidings of my own conſcicnce, 
but by the perſecutions of Euſton, who 
perſeveres only to perpetuate de ex- 
meme diſquict he has already given me 
by the inſolence of his behaviour, 


I went, laſt night, to the play, but 
entirely in oppoſition to my own judg- 
ment, I went in compliance with the 
opinion of Mr, Edwards and Mrs, Bul- 


ler, who were both kind cnough to 
company me. 


G4 I was 


128 Tur HISTORY or 


I was received with the general ſtare of 
the whole houſe, and a circulation of whiſ- 


pers which diſconcerted me cxceedingly. 


However, as my two good friends ſaid 
and did every thing to re-aſſure me, I 
began to recover, 


Juſt when I became a little compoſed, 
| Euſton entered the box oppoſite to me. 


To ſay that I was ſurpriſed, that I was 
ſhocked at the ſight of him, is to ſay 
nothing: it is impoſſible for me to de- 
ſcribe what I felt, when the eyes of every 


perſon in the houſe were entirely taken 


from the ſtage, and directed alternately 
to Euſton and to me, As for him, 1 


cannot pretend to tell you how he be- 


haved: I can only tell you that he 


made me a low bow, and that whenever 


I uten pod to lift up my cycs, I found 


. 
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| his fixed upon my face. I was, there- 
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fore, in ſuch a continual confuſion 
that I could hardly ſupport myſelf, I 
ſincerely wiſhed the entertainment at an 
end, that I might get out of the way. 


To my extreme amazement, to the 
very great increaſe of my vexation, and 


anger, indeed, Euſton met me at the 


box-door ; he met me, * offered me 
his odious hand. 


© ned and looked for Mr. Ed- 
wards, I could not fee him, but I de- 
termined not t6 give my hand to the 
man who had betrayed we. 


I Ropped, A gentleman very po- 
laely advancing, put Fu'lun afide, and 
begged | wauld give n leave to con- 
a me to my carriage. 


Gs | was 


. 
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I was fo much diſconcerted,. and fo: 
much at a loſs to know what to do, 
and yet fo deſirous of letting Euſton 
ice how greatly | was offended at his- 


man's offer. 


Euſton immediately. deſired him to 
let go my hand, — 
to attend me. 


You may eaſily imagine that I was 


greatly provoked at this new inſult. I 


was not, however, intimidated by it; 


I was not rendered incapable of inſorm- 


ing the gentleman that I had n connec. 
tions of any kind with Mr, Euſton, and 


_ that I would put myſdf under bis pro- 
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I could not, for ſome time, articulate 2 


Mr. Edwards endeavoured to ſoothe 
me, by telling me that he thought Eu- 
ſton's appearing at the play when I 
was there, and behaving fo reſpectfully, 
had a lucky aſpect, as all reaſonable 
people would be convinced, from his 
appearance and behaviour, that he was 
the only aggreſſor, © Had you been 
* guilty of any impropricty, Miſs Pet- 
„% worth,” continued he, Mr. Ew 
„ ſton would have looked at you, and 
* treated you, in à very different man- 
* ner,” 


entirely of Mr. Edwards's opinion ; but 
ſatu ſicd, cicher with Euſton's appearance 
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at the play, or with my own behaviour: 
and I ſtrongly declared my reſolution 
never to go into public again. 


They both ſaid 1 mould act very 
fooliſhly by adhering to that reſolution; 
as every body would then conclude I 
had been engaged in a criminal connec- 
tion; adding, that by appearing every 


' where, and confronting Euſton in all 


public places, I ſhould, moſt probably, 
make bim appear in an odious light; 
and that if there had been any improper 
indulgences on my fide, he-would cer- 


Theſe were kind conſolations, Kitty ; 
but they were inſufficient ones, I can- 
not recall what is paſt; conſequently, 
I cannot be pleaied with me Still 
leſs hall I be pleaſed at having Euſton 

per- 
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the moſt delicate, and of courſe the 
Kitty, Happy are you in having. 
gained ſuch a heart, and I hope you 
will be wiſe enough to keep it — But 


laely I ought to be ſilent. 


Yours, &c. 
Hanz Prrwoarn. 
LETTER XXVI 
From the sauf to the Saur 


Am quite unhappy, for I meet with 
freſh provocations every day ; how- 


ever as I have brought my unhappineſs 


upon myſelf, I muſt bear it, 


I could not be prevailed upon to g9 
to che opera, though Mr. Edwards very 
much 
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much perſuaded me. I was fo afraid 
of ſeeing Euſton again that I dared not 
to venture; yet as I could not refuſe 
compliance with all the requeſts of my 
friends, I went with Mrs. Buller to 


Mrs. Cranmer's rout. There, I ſhould. 
have ſpent my. time tolerably, had not 


a thouſand diſagreeable refleftions crowd- 
ed into my mind, Whenever I ſaw 
any perſons take notice of me, I fancied 


that ſomething was ſaid by them to 


each other not to my advantage ; ſome- 
thing, indeed, which I wiſhed I had 
not encouraged them to ſay, by the 
imprudence of my conduct. In con- 
ſequence of my humiliating apprehen- 
ſions, I often changed colour, and look- 
ed very ſooliſu— I am ſure I looked 
very fooliſh, as I imagined, if any body 
laughed, that / was the object laughed 
at every frown ſeemed to me 4 morti- 

ſying 
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fying condemnation of my behaviour. 
The men ſtared at me with a freedom 
which galled me extremely. 1 never 
was conſcious of harbouring a looſe 
idea; I never gave c:couragement to 
any improper libertics, and I will ne- 
ver ſubmit to them, Why muſt I, be- 
cauſe I was- treated in too familiar a 
manner by Sir Thomas, and choſe to 
leave him, be thought ready for every 
man who ſees me ? It is the ill-judged 
confidence which I placed in Euſton, 
believing him to be ſincere, which has 
undone me. 


Mrs, Buller tells me that as I have 
fruſtrated Euſton's deſigns upon me, I 
have all the reaſon in the world to be 
happy. I have, certainly, great reaſon 
o be thankful for my cſcape, and I 
am o: but to be always looked upon 

as 
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as having fallen a victim to Euſton's 
villanous intentions, to be always 
treated as a woman quite loſt to ho- 
| nour, is inexpreſlibly ſhocking, 


When I came home from Mrs. 
Cranmer's, I fat ſo buried in thought, 


was the matter. 


I told her, at laſt, that I thought 
every body behaved to me as if 1 was 
— 


She replied, © You are entirely miſ- 


* taken, Your head being tull of one 


particular thing, you imagine that 
* all che people you meet with, . think 
u much about it as you do yourſelf ; 
4% *tis more probable that they do nor 
* think of you at all,” Few perſons, 
elpccially 


that Mrs, Buller would know what 
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eſpecially thoſe who are young, and 
have been accuſtomed to admiration, 
chuſe to be totally diſregarded, yet I 
am now in ſuch a ſtate that I wiſh to 
be overlooked, 


I left Mrs. Buller, quite difatisfied, 
but bcgan to reaſon with myſelf, when 
| was alone, and to reaſon myſelf gra 
dually into a better way of thinking. 
I began to be aſſured chat we are all 
apt to imagine ourtelves to be of more 
unportance than we really are, With 
a new train of ideas, therefore, I ſlept 
better than 1 expected, and roſe in the 


| morning in good ſpirics, 


In the evening the Miſs Brindley 
came in; they were dreſt tor the Fan- 
Urn. 


_ Miſs 
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Miſs Olivia, the youngeſt, began by 
ſaying to me, You are not going 
* where we are, I ſee!” 


No, to be ſure,” ſaid the eldeſt— 
« and, indeed, my dear Petworth,” ad- 
ded ſhe, © you are vaſtly in the right 
I think,” 


the very ſight of them, ſetting aſide the 
toſſing of their heads, and the flounc- 
ing of their hoops, lowered me imme- 


« Why 0 1 ſaid Miſs Brindley, 
repeating my words ; * why if peo- 
ple talked ſo of me as they do of 
you, I ſhould not dare to put my 
head out of doors,” 


] fel: 


« Why ſo ?” replied I. gravely—For 
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* ſuch à journey, there is no occaſion 


_* as I; there was nothing, thereſore, 
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I felt all the force of this ill-natured 
ſpeech; but though I ſhrunk into 
myſelf like a perſon whoſe reputation 
had been wounded, and wiſhed to eſ- 
cape from any farther miſchief, a ſtrong 
deſire to know what was reported about 
me, prompted me to ſay—“ I won- 


22 ſay concerning 
me. I am ſure nobody can ſpeak 


« Is it not true that you ſet out for 
Scotland with Mr. Euſton ? After 


for you to fee any men.“ 


« Other people,” anſwered I, bluſh- 
ing, have gone to Scotland, as well 


* ſo very extraordinary in my proceed- 
® ing,” 
9 
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« Yes,” ſaid Olivia, pertly, but 
they have always returned married.” 


May be fo,” replied I, reddening 
both with anger and ſhame; but 1 
have reaſons for not marrying, which, 
if known, might be, perhaps, reckon- 
<« ed ſatisfactory ones.“ 


* You may be right, perhaps, my 


dear,“ ſaid Miſs Brindley, ſoftening 
her voice a little ; but while they 
* remain unknown, you muſt not be 
« ſurpriſed if you are liable to cenſure, 
My fiſter and I came out of pure 
* friendſhip to tell you how you arc 
* talked of, Indeed it hurts me ex- 
* tremely to hear people run on fo; it 
* is really amazing how people can 
take ſuch monſtrous liberties,” 
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« Tt is indeed,” ſaid Miſs Brindley— 
And the men too,” continued ſhe, 
« who have ſo many faults themſelves, 
«* are very impertinent, to aſſert that 
they are ſure no woman can be alone 
* with them, without—" 


«% 'Tis no matter what they ſay, Miſs 
* Brindley,” replied I, interrupting her, 
being out of all patience; © I do not 
* deſire to hear any more about them,” 


% No ?-—But indeed you ſhall,” cried 
ſhe, “ for it is quite an act of friend- 
* ſhip to ſpeak, that you may know 


bo to treat them, There was Cap- 


* tain 
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tuin. Corber,” added ſhe, pattering 
out her words as faſt as poſſible, leſt 
I ſhould ſtop her, © laſt night, on Sir 
* James Crowder's ſaying that he ſaw 
you was returned from the land of 
* matrimony z replied, Yes, Sir James, 
d eee 
nei from her journey. 


$ $ Bo hay 


Hos ſo? ſaid the Baroner, I ſhould 
imagine that ſhe was come back 
* more knowing than ſhe went out. 


„Ay. may beſo, replied the officer, 
+ with a horſe laugh, to ſhew his White 
„teeth to advantage, but I hope you 
ill allow, Sir James, that it is poſſi- 
+ ble for a woman to be made more 
* knowing without being improved. 


+ A general laugh of the whole room | 
made the Captain not 4 little _ 
66 
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„witch his wit; however, you will 
* , my dear, that it was rather 
« j]Lnatured.” 


Such ſpoeches as theſe,” anſwered 
I, in a tone which plainly diſcovered 
how greatly I was mortified, ** always 


„ ſhew more malice than wit, and 


« conſequently art not to be regarded. 


„Oh ! but you are miſtaken,” ſaid 
ſhe, © every body was vaſtly diverted : 
but that was not all, for ſoon after- 

* was; and when your name was men- 
» tioned, he continued to enquire of 


* what family you were, and whether 
* you was married or ſingle, The 


„ comical tozd Corbet then told him 
* that it was well known you were ne 
married, Wat chat as tw your being 
TL HI * fingle 


* 
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ſingle or double he could not pretend 
to ſay. Your Lordſhip, however, 
« added he, by enquiring of Mr. Eu- 
« ſton, may be thoroughly ſatisficd 
* about Miſs Petworth, as be knows 
. Treg, Gas 
* any body. 


Lady Bell Bright, who ſtood by, 
* then ſaid, that ſhe thought as you 
* were in the party, you were the pro- 
pereſt perſon to be applied to; ad- 
++ ding, that ſhe would not take a man's 
word about any thing of which a wo- 
man could give as good an account, 


4 Provided that woman can be de- 


4% pended upon, your Ladyſhip means, 
* {aid Sir James, 


This anſwer occaſioned another 
4 general ſhout, Thus you fee, my 


* dear, 


Mis PETWOR TH. % 


| « dear, you contributed greatly to the 
, entertainment of the company.” 
4 

d Was this to be endured, Kitty? 1 
'S own it was more than I could well 
n 


As ſoon as the Brindleys were gone, 
Mrs. Buller came up ſtairs, and aſked 
me why I ran away from them. 


I repeated what tie had been fay- 
ing to me, 
6 0h 
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2 Oh?! never mind it;“ replied the, 
the more they talk, the better, as they 
vill have done talking the ſooner.” 


weakneſs, as ſhe called it, by dint of 


blame you; while you arc innocent 
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1 could not, I confeſs, be of her 
opinion : as I was the perſon aggrieved, 
1 could not help feeling differently from 
ber. She ſtrove to cure me of my 


argument, I would not have you,” 
continued ſhe, be aſſected by ſuch 
* nonſenſe; had you really deſerved 
the cenſures which have bern levelled 
* againſt you, I ſhould not in the leaſt 


you may laugh at the world,” 


This is fine reaſoning, Kitty, but 1 
cannot liſten © it: however, both Mrs, 


me that 1 muſt, By a conſtant appear- 


Ance 


_mLL”_ TIT ars 


Buller and her brother perſiſt in telling 
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ance in public with people of reputa- 
tion, endeavour to reſtore my own cha- 
rater ; adding, that there was no other 
way ; that I ought to triumph on my 
having defeated the ſcandalous deſigns 
of Euſton ; and that though I had bet- 
ter not have wuſted him, as I had con- 
ducted myſeli with fo much diſcretion 
while 1 was with him, he muſt, neceſſa- 
rily have a very high opinion of me, 
They concluded with ſaying, thgt they 
hoped Euſton was not fo abandoned as 
o wiſh to lower me in the eſteem of 
the world; But ſuppoſing he ſhould 
be © abandoned,” added they, © you 
* will have the conſciouſnels of virtue 
* for your conſolation,” 


Thoſe arc the {ments and perſua- 
Lone % which my good friends have 
recourle, |: erde, to make ae 14 4 

_" with 
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with myſelf, but 1 find it impoſſible 
to approve of my own conduct May 
You, my dear Kitty, by avoiding the 
rock againſt which I have inconſide- 


r 


LETTER xxvn. 


Mr. Evsron to Sir Warts Carry, 


ISTRESSED, beyond expreſſion, 


Miſs Ferworth againſt me, not only for 
for my temerity, but for my appearing 
where Nic is in hopes of obtaining her 
pardon, I went to Lord Hampton's, 


I ſhould, indeed, have gone thither be- 


lore, 


at the continued reſentment of 


SPE yr cn 2 


I. IG dk Ec 
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fore, but being conſcious of not hav- 
ing conducted myſelf with deſicacy to 
Miſs Petworth, I was not ſure of meet- 
ing with a favourable reception from 
her little friend. However, I reſolved 
to try: I made an attempt. 


My Lord looked very cool upon me. 
Miſs Percy ſoon left me. 


This mode of behaviour diſconcerted 
me a good deal, and I am certain that 


I looked like a fool, I made a briſk 


effort, indeed, to recover my effrontery, 
but it would not do, Conſcious of 
having merited the treatment I have re- 
ceived from all parties, I felt myſelf fo 
much lowered in my own eyes, I could 
ſcarcely look up. Thinking, however, 
that my ſilence would only be conſider. 
ed us a confirmation of my guilt, I ven- 

H 4 turcd, 
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tee] ; but while I readily accuſed my- 
ſelf, 1 alſo ventured to aſk my Lord 
if he did not think that a lady by throw- 
ing herſelf into fo critical a ſituation, 
could be taken with her. 


* And ſuppoſing, Sir, that a lady 
* foes throw herſclf in fuch a ſituation, 
*% ſhould the man in whoſe honour ſhe 


places the greateſt confidence, take 


* an improper advantage of it? Cer- 


* rainly not, He not only, by fo bai 
* z procedure, doubles the injury which 
* ſhe has done berſeli, but puts it catire- 


Dunn to gain the wobleſt 
« of 
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 * of all conqueſts, a conqueſt over his 
« own paſſions : a conqueſt more truly 
ſatisfactory than the poſſeſſion of the 
* fineſt woman in the univerſe, Let 
me aſk you now, Mr. Euſton,” con- 
tinued my Lord, whether you, know- 
ing it to be ir, your power to abuſe the 
confidence of a lady, relying on your 

protection, and feeling the tendereſt 

*-partialities in your favour, would 
not deem yourſclf a villain for blaſt- 

ing her reputation?“ 


This laſt queſtion ſtruck me, Carey. 
It brought che matter quite home to 
me—1 feilt myſelf, I acknowledged 
my cf, every way to blame, I had in- 
decs mae the lame acknowledgments, 
in conleguence of the ſame fedlings, 
in my leurs to Mai Porworth, though 
lac would not cond-dcend io open them ; 

Hs but 
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but I own I was not ſo fully ſenſible of 
the atrociouſneſs of my behoviour as at 
that moment; eſpecially when my Lerd, 
retortingly, aſked me how I felt when 
the woman whom I attacked had; from 
the purity of her mind, ſtrength enough 
to reſiſt me at the very time that ſhe 
loved me. 


| What could 1 ſay in return ? I could 
ſay nothing; I was humbled to the 
| duſt; I advanced every thing I could 
think. of, in order to prevail on my 
Lord, whom I hoped to convince of 
the ſincerity of my contrition, to ſtand 
my friend, and to undertake, when he 
imagined that I had, in ſome meaſure, 
atoned for my criminal conduct by an 
unfeigned repentance, to plead in my 
behalf, When I had repeatedly al- 
_ on additional carneſt- 

nels, - 
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neſs, with an carneſtneſs which could 
not be doubted, that my penitence was 
ſincere, and world be laſting, he con- 
ſented to become my advocate to my 
charming Hebe. I alſo added, that, 
poſſibly, if I could gain her amiable 
friend over to my intereſt, ſhe might 
be of great ſervice to me. DOR 


He reproved me for my preſumption, 
by aſking me if I imagined that he 
ought to truſt me with - ſo good, fo in- 
nocent a girl as Miſs Percy. No, 
4% Mr, Euſton,” continued he, © I can- 
not yet truſt you with my Kirty : be- 
* fades, it would be indelicate in her to 
* eſpoule the cauſe of a man who had 
„ behaved fo groſaly to her friend, You 
% muſt not then attempt an intimacy 
„there, as neither decency nor diſcre- 
» 194% will countenance it,” After a 

Hns Inelc 
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little pauſe, he added —* Leave it to me 


« .—There is one, and only one plea 
to be urged in your favour, but I know 
not whether it will be admiſſible. It 
* cannot, indeed, be urged juſt now, 


on any account; but I will avail 


myſelf of the firſt favourable oppor- 
tunity: I will not, however, ſay a 
* feftly convinced that you have en- 
* tirely abandoned your former ſenti- 
ments, and that you arc quite capa- 
have declaredly adapted in the room 
* of them, The aſſurances which you 
„ have made, with 1c9a7d to your new 
mode of thinking, are ſtrong ones, 
* bu!  'ving except your abſolute refor- 
mation will be fufficient to make mc 
* believe thai you will never return 19 
_ # your oh opinions Concerning wor 
„ en 


All 


1 
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All chis talking was certainly very 
reaſonable; ſo much to the purpoſe, 
indeed, that I began to look on my- 
ſelf as a conſummate. coxcomb, for the. 
firſt time, as I never had appeared to 
myſelf in that light before, To ſay the 
truth, I was heartily aſhamed of the ri- 
diculous and deteſtable part of my 
character. Lord Hampton has, there- 
fore completed the reformation which 
my charming Hebe began : but as ſhe 
will not believe this, and as be requires a 
length of time to prove the lincerity of 
the great change in me, I muſt lay in 
« large ſtock of patience ; and, perhaps, 
even at laſt, all may not be able to 
move my ſweet girl's valuable heart in 
my favour, I Cannot, lg ever, do too 
much to obtain fo influnable a pr ze: 
ber heart cannot be 40 dearly pur- 
Chalcd, 


In 
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In ſpite of Lord Hampton's prohi- 
bitions, I cannot help wiſhing for an 


opportunity to ſpeak with-Miſs Percy; 
ſhe looks full of mikineſs, gentleneſs, and 
compaſſion : could I but bend her to my 
purpoſe I know ſhe has great influence 
over her amiable friend, who would not, 
hope, be capable of oppoſing her 
kind pleadings in my behalf: How- 
ever, let things take what courſe they 


frecly to Lord Hampton, Afur what he 
has faid, I may venture to come to his 
houſe, There I may ſtand an excellent 


chance of meeting Miſs Perworth ; and 
I may there have an opportunity to 


let her ſee that I am not the man I Was; 
that I am determined to endeavour to 
deſerve her, to leave nothing undone 
to convince. her of the delicacy, as well 

4.8 


will, I am pleaſed. at having ſpoken fo 
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as of the ſtrength of my love. Wiſh 
me ſucceſs, Walter, and believe me 
yours for cover 


E. EvsTon, 


LETTER XXVIIL 
Miſs Pracy to Miſs PETworTH. 


HY will you not come to me, 

my Hebe ? Why, at a time that 
you tell me you want ſo much conſo- 
lation, will you keep away from me, who 
would do every thing in my power to 
w relieve your overcharged mind ? Your 
coming here may be of much advan 
lage to yourlel ; your being treated with 
reſpett by people of rank and faſhion, 
may give a conſiderable turn to your 
_ who fee You 1D 
a cri- 
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a criminal light ſuddenly change their 
opinions, and believe you as innocent 
as I know you to be. Lord Hampton, 
who honours you for having conducted 
yourſelf with ſo much addreſs, in a ſi- 
tuation which might have been attend- 
ed with the moſt fatal conſequences 
will, I am perſuaded, ſay and do every 
thing he can to reſtore your character 
and peace, Were you to hear the 
number of obliging ſpeeches he makes 
about you, you would not be fo averſe 
to the giving us the pleaſure of your 
company, We wight alſo enjoy our 
converfations together, My Lady is 
continually engaged at play, and my 
Lord js generally alone when Mr, $cl- 
wyn is here, to whom you cannct lure- 
ly have any objection, as he is a gut 
favourice of yours, Supp, Hebe, 
you was to take l, 1 fancy la would 
be 
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be very glad to change me for you. 
Come, and try—moſt willingly ſhall I 
reſign him. I told him, very lately, 
that I could not think of altering my 

= ſituation. He ſighed, and replied. 1 
= © know it too well.” 


« Had you not better then, Mr. 
« Selwyn,” faid I, “turn your attention 
to ſome other lady, who would be hap- 
« py in your preferring her to all her 
„ ſex?” This is the kindeſt advice 1 
can give it is the advice of a ſincere 
friend ; of 

pour aſſectionate 
C. Przev. 
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LETTER XXIX 


Mr. Eusrox to Sir Wal zA Carty. 


HAVE been three or four times at 
Lord Hampton's. At bis deſire, 
Miſs Percy, who ran from me with 
ſuch precipitation at firſt, came back, 
at his requeſt, this morning, I told 
her that I ſincerely repented of my be- 
haviour to her charming friend, and 
that I earneſtly wiſhed to engage her in 
my intereſt, and to prevail on her to 
intercede with Miſs Petworth in my 


could ſay would be efficacious ; adding, 
that ſuc did not indeed thank it very right 
10 land up in my defence, & lic ſhould, 
by kw doing, is lone meaiure counte- 

5 nauc e 


favour, She replied, that nothing for : 


eri LY PRESET 
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nance the proceedings of which I had 
„ 


You cannot imagine how innocent and 
demure ſhe looked when ſhe ſpoke thoſe 
words. You would be charmed with this 
pretty young thing ; there is an unaffect- 
ed modeſty, a ſimplicity in her manners, 
which ſtrongly diſtinguiſhes her from 
the generality of women, and renders 
her particularly attracting. There was 
ſo much good ſenſe and propriety in 
what ſhe ſaid, that though it was againſt 
me, I could not be offended at it, I 
even praiſed the ſentiments which cor- 
refted me, and endeavoured, by that 
means, to ingratiate myſelf with her; 
but it would not do; ſhe was proof 
againſt flattery, and appeared quite un- 
moved at it, Lord Hampton watched 
us both, I thought; but he need aa 


cntertain 


9 
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me; I have no deſigns upon Miſs 
Percy, I ſet her down, indeed, as 
ſhe wants that vivacity which gives ſo 
many charms to her amiable friend: her 
heart ſeems to be enſlaved by ons ruling. 
paſſion which renders her inſenſible to 
every other, I am inclined to believe 
it is a very tender one: (to any rough 
paſſion her heart is, I will venture w 
fay, a ſtranger) yet ſhe takes an infinice 
deal of pains to keep it under. My 
Lord, who treats her with an afſectio- 
nate kind of reſpect, does not ſeem to 
fee any thing particular in her. A Mr, 
Selwyn, who is a friend of his Lord- 
ſhip's, appears to be paſſionately fond of 
her, but meets with no return from her, 
though ſhe diſcovers a great eſteem for 
him, 
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Lord Hampton has prevailed on 
Miſs Percy not to mention to Miſs 
Petworth my coming to his houſe, as 
ſuch an information might tend to 
frighten her from coming to ſee her 
friend. 1 now, ticrctore, ſtand a chance 
of mecting her, of ſpeaking to her; and 
1 hope I ſhall make y ſelf heard, I 

would fain get this pretty little coy de- 
mute thing on my fide, but ſhe jeems 
intole-ably ſhy, However, I do not 
ablolutely deſpair, My Lord has a pro- 
digious influence over his young ward; 
and he appears to be ſo far my friend, 
as to be very willing to ſupport me, if 1 
commit no more irregularities; he is 
a ſenſible, agreeable well-bred man, 
'Tis a pity that his wife is not of a mcre 
ſuit able difpoſition, It is the diſcor- 
dance between people who have bound 
themſelves together with the cords of 

matrunony, 


thoughts 
v7 entering into the marriage 


ſtate 
mort 
ſtrict in their mutual 
enqui- 


nes, bei 
ore 
they have uttered the 
ire- | 


vocabic would 
words, 
_ Miſs Petworth — 
ſhe is, - greateſt reaſon — 
1 1 yay 
2 folly ! Yer _ 
| * i oy 
TS life ? How | 
moſt probable, 7 5 
„ that foe 4 * 
is 


„. 
cope wi 
with oxy man will 
l be | 


4 
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taſte ? Tis true, I am now convinced 
that Miſs Petworth is not a girl of this 
fort : but of what advantage to me is 
my conviction ? I have not only loſt 
the moſt Jefirable creature to be con- 
ceivecl, but all '»y hopes of ſitting 
down. contented for life with a woman 


With fach a woman as I may never 
find again. Yer rely the gentle Hebe 


will not for ever rain her reſentment 
againſt me, that reſentment which ſhe 
thinks it ſo neceſſary at this time to diſ- 
cover? She ought to conſider that, cir- 
cumſtanced as I was, it was hardly in my 
power io reſiſt the moll inviting tempta- 


tion thrown in my way ; though I am 
very Willing to allow that ſhe was not, 


intentionally, inſtrumental io it, Let 
her, therefore, be ſatisfied in having 
ſheun her dilapprobation, of my beha- 
 viour 4 and atter having kept up her 
relentment 


Ou ö 
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- reſentment for a reaſonable time, let her 

-/ ſeal my pardon by giving me her hand. 
Surely this cannot be too much to aſk, 
as I ſhall make it the buſineſs of my 
life to repay her for-all her condeſcen- 
fions by numberleſs acts of kindneſs, 
by the tendereſt marks of aſſection and 
eſteem: yes, efeem, for | can hardly think 
it poſſible for a woman who acted with 
ſo much ſpirit and delicacy, upon fo 
trying an occaſion, to be unworthy of 
it: ſhe muſt certainly be proof againſt. 
every attack which can be made upon 
her honour, as ſhe nobly preſerved her 
virtue at a moment when ſhe was thrown 
into the moſt fAluttered ſtate with the 
whoſe protection ſhe was glad to put 
herſelf, to get out of Sir Thomas's po- 
wer, I am thoroughly perſuaded that 
Hebe would not have taken ſuch a fiep, 


had 
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had I not availed myſelf of all the &lo- 
quence of the moſt impaſſioned tender- | 
neſs, to-induce her to go off with me. 
Would it were in my power to ſay any 
thing now to her, ſufficient to anſwer a 
ſimilar purpoſe ! But I ſhall never be ſo 
fortunate a ſecond time, I will, how- 
ever, leave nothing undone to obtain 
the golden point J have in view. 

Adicu— 
E. Eus row. 


LETTER xxx. 
Miſs PeTwosTH to Mis Pzrcy, 


00- M“ Baller, my dear Kitty, is gone 
4 to ſtay with a particular friend 
= for a little while, who is in 4 bad ſtate 
nad of health, She told me ſhe would 
LL I leave 
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= her brother to ſupply her place ; 
== that I nced not be afraid of 
nt 16 age 2 
——— 
i — of coming to you this 
— EIN” 
I really love her, and have much 
= to do fo, She has made me pro- 
miſe to write to her, if any thing re- 
n 
Ire 
RR Os ca I am, 
my dear Kitty, | 


ever yours, 


Hzeze Progr. 


LET- 
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LETTER XXXI. 


Miſs PzTwozxTH to Mrs. Burr. 


OU deſized me, my dear friend, 
when you left me, to write to you 
if any thing particular occurred, You 
will certainly be ſurpriſed to hear that 
Lord Hampton, with Miſs Percy 
| (though what foe did was purely in 
compliance with his inclination) con- 
nived at Mr, Euſton's meeting me at 
his houſe, to which I went yeſterday in 
the afternoon. 


I had not been above ten minutes 
in the parlour, I am ſure, when he 
came in from another room. 


l 2 Before 
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himſelf at my feet. 

| Innever was fo vexed in my life. 1 
ſued, and endeavoured 9 run out. 
My Lord and Kitty, both ſtopped 


ns, and n Mw i» coqueting we 
W 


poſe, as my reſolution was unalterably 
fixed ; adding, that nothing he could 
ſay to me would ava1l, and that I would 
hy home. 
In ſhort, I hardly know what I ſaid ; 
1 only know that 1 broke from him, 
— 


Fuſton 


Before I could get away, he threw 


— 


sss. 


1 


| | ſcarce ſpoke a word to her, 
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Euſton then drew back, bowed and 
his firſt fault was not to be repaired, and 
that he would give me no farther trouble. 


I looked upon this merely as a piece 
of deceit, and did not know how to 
aft; being afraid that if I went away 
immediately he might follow me. 


K'tty, who came out of the room 
direftly after me, intreated me ſo carneſt- 
ly to go up ſtairs with her, that I com- 
plied, entirely through fear ; though I 
was ſo out of humour with her for play- 
ing me this trick (1 am ſure Euſton 
was concealed in the houſe ready to ad- 


dreſs himſelf to me on my coming) that 


done nothing but by the advice of 
13 Lord 
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Lord Hampton, who told her that he 
thought I had ſhewn reſentment enough, 


and that he could anſwer for the ſin- 


cerity of Mr, Euſton's repentance, as 
well as for his being all I could wiſh 
for the future. 


1 replied, that 1 could not be of his 
Lordſhip's opinion ; and that as he had 
diſcovered ſo little delicacy I thought 
ſhe was by no means ſafe under his 


This put Kitty quite in a pet, and ! 
was juſt going to leave her, when my 
Lord came up. 


I was afraid that Euſton was behind 
him, but he aſſured me that my appre- 
henſions were unneceſſary, as Mr, Eu- 
ion was gone away in deſpair, on my 
perſiſtin 


EL ES TR 
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perſiſting to refuſe to hear what he had 
to urge in his defence, 


I anſwered, that I was ſurpriſed at 
his Lordſhip's taking the part of a man 
capable of acting in the ungenerous man- 
ner Mr. Euſton had done; and aſked 
him what he would have thought of 
him if he had treated Miſs Percy in 
the ſame way, 


He replied, that he was ſure he ſhould 
have encouraged her to behave to him 
as had done; but that on his finding 
him truly concerned for his unwarrant- 
able conduct, and wiſhing to make all 
poſſible reparation in his power, he 
muſt have left it to the lady to pardon 
him; * for,” added he, if the had 
* withdrawn herſelf from my protection, 
14 * ſhould 


* 
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* I ſhould have immediately concluded 
her unworthy of it.“ 


A pretty ſevere refleftion upon my 
unprudence, you will ſay—but I de- 
ſerve it all, My Lord, though he could 
bring Mr. Euſton to me to be forgiven, 
could at the ſame time ſharply cenſure 
me for my indiſcretion, by way of in- 
ſtructing his own ward. In ſhort, my 


228 | am cut of humor 


— 


* 
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ſton, that I wiſh for nothing ſo much 
as your return to 


your much obliged, and 
very affectionate humble ſervant, 
Hir PETwokTH. 


LETTER XXIII. 


Mr. EvsTon to Sir Warren Canter, 


HAVE met the dear cauſe of all my 
anxicty at Lord Hampton's. IT 
at the fight of me, gave her a thouſand 
new charms —Surpriſcd as ſhe was, and 
uniform propriety, and would not liſ- 
ten to any thing I coull ſay in my de- 
fence, The ſpirit with which ſhe re- 


Is pulled 
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pulſed me ſparkled in her lovely eyes, 


and made her fine complexion more 
glowing; and the emotions vilible in 
her whole frame ſo much encreaſed my 


tenderneſs and pity for having thus 


again diſtreſt her, that I felt myſelf inex- 
preſſibly pained at ſering her unhappy. 
I wiſhed moſt ardently to be capable 
of relieving her; I never ſo ſincerely re- 


pented of my behaviour as at that mo- F 
ment I am continually reſlecting on 


the irreparable loſs I have ſuſtainee, 


ing, clegant, young creature, but loſing 
a mind ſo valuable—ſo ineſtimable 
Tis poſſible, certainly, to meet with a 
woman as handſome as Miſs Perworth, 
but where ſhall I find all her undeſcriba- 
ble graces ? In whom ſhall I find that 
firmneſs of mind, that unſhaken virtue, 
which can alone conſtituic happincſs in 

| thc 


not only by driving from me a charm- 
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the marriage ſtate? I begin, indeed, 
to think that I do not deſerve it—I 
ought to have reſpected her delicacy ; 
I ought to have conſidered that ſhe was 
entirely under my protection, that ſhe 
had, at that time, no other friend in the 
world—Should I, becauſe ſhe placed 
ſo great a confidence in me, have given 
her reaſon to repent of it, and to fly 
from me as if I had been infected with 
a contagious diſtemper ? How ſcanda- 
louſly have I ated ! With what cruelty 
have I behaved ! I have been an abſo- 
lute barbarian to the moſt tender and 
delicate of all girls -I abhor my being; 
and if ſhe cannot be prevailed on to 
pardon me, I can never be reconciled 
to myſelf, But 1 fee——and I fee with 
the utmoſt concern, that I have not, 
at preſent, the ſmalleſt hopes of that 
naue I fee that I only irritatc her by 
I6 my 
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my imporrunities, and, therefore, I muſt 
be content to wait till ſhe is convinced, 
by a total change of conduct, that I 


ly altered; fo altered as to be weary 
of my exiſtence—Perhaps this may 
move her : but then I muſt throw my- 
ſelf perpetually in her way that ſhe may 
make me a perſect convert to her vir- 
tues, I will go frequently to Lord 
Hampton's, if only for the ſake of talk- 
ing of her to him, and to that pretty, lit- 
tle prude Kitty Percy, who has charms, I 


fancy, ſufficient to make even a con- 


queſt of you, 1 do not, however, think 
that you, Walter, will ever be half ſo 
much enamoured as 

E. Evsrov, 
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LETTER XXXII., 
Miſs Prrwonrn to Mrs. BuitLies, 


AM very ſorry to hear that there are 
no hopes of your coming home, my 
dear Mrs. Buller—Still more am I con- 
cerned at the cauſe of your being detain- 
ed where you are, I know too well the 
full value of a friend by finding one in 
= you] have, thanks to the attention of 
= your good brother, recovered myſelf a lit- 
tle ſince my meeting Mr, Euſton, but 1 
have not been ſince at Lord Hampton's, 
as | find that he is continually there, and 
has entirely gained his Lordſhip, and 
_ 4 to his fide; 1 fay little, 


182 Tyr HISTORY or 

Kitty has acquired a new 1:t of ideas 
ſince her arrive] in London. Lord 
Hampton is her idol, every thing de ap- 
proves of is right. She is really fo infa- 
tuated with him, that I ſhould teemble 


for her, did I not fee very clearly that 


my Lord behaves very propeiiy to her, 
and gives her not the leaſt reaſon to be- 
lieve he looks upon her in any other 
light than as the daughter of his friend 
committed to his care, I wiſh, for her 
own ſake, ſhe could like Mr, Selwyn— 
It is, indeed, aſtoniſhing to me, that ſhe 
docs not, as he is perfettly amiable— 
Nothing but her prepoſſeſſions in favour 
of another can ſurely hinder her from 
accepting of him, Yet, as ſhe wu 
know that ſhe cannot—oughtnot tothink 
of that ether, as ſhe mult fee ton, if ſhe 
is not totally blind, that le would not, 
were he at liberty, male his addreſſes 
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places in which I chuſe to appear with- 
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to Rr; I wonder ſhe does hot endeavour 
to look upon Selwyn in the light in 
which he muſt neceſſarily appear to eve- 
ry impartial, unprejudiced perſon. 
ſince you went away, There are few 


out you, There are ſtill fewer Poi le 
with whom I chuſe to aſſociate. Nr. 
Fdwards thinks I ſhall be melancholy, 
merely for want of amuſement — Veſter- 
day, therefore, he propoſed my making 
a party to fee Garrick play Hamlet: 
but I ſincerely told him that I knew 
nobody I choſe to go with; as many 
of my acquaintance might be inclined 
to treat me with an impertinence to 
which I could not —to which I would 
not ſubmit, and as others might not 
rare to accompany me, on my OWN ac 

count, 
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count, after the treatment I had met 
with from Euſton; adding, that the 
Miſs Brindleys ſaid I ſhould run no 
ſmall riſque in venturing out at all, eſ- 


He replied, with a good-natured ſmile, 
quite natural to him, Will you truſt 
« yourſelf with me, Miſs Perworth ? 
« We may go into the green-boxes with- 
out any addition to our party.“ 


I conſented, as I thought that the 
propoſal was made purely to oblige me ; 
otherwiſe I am ſure I ſhould have de- 
clined it. 


We went according] WY, and I was ne- 
ver more entertained in my life, I en- 
joyed the advantage of all Mr, Edwards's 
judicious obſervations, without the leaſt 
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424 as if fearful of diſpleaſing : 
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of the third act. Then hearing a little 
noiſe, I lifted up my eyes a moment 
from the ſcene before me, and ſaw Eu- 
ſton with bis fixed upon our box. 


He bowed reſpectfully and then look- 


yet does not he ſufficiently diſpleaſe by 


being perperually near me ? By always 


throwing himſelf in my way, he not 
only puts me out of countenance, but 
continually brings to my memory things 
which I wiſh to forget, 1 became im- 
modiately tired of what had given me 
ſo much pleaſure before - I made a pro- 
polal to Mr, Edwards to leave the 
houſe as ſoon as the play was over ; but 
he, who gueſſed my reaſon for ſuch 3 
propolal, perſuaded me rather to ſlay 

till 


7, ut 4 ſeparation from my deus 
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till the entertainment was half over 
adding, that we might then ſlip out 
unobſerved. I complied with his re- 
queſt; yet no ſooner were we in the 
paſſage, than Euſton was after us, and 
kept cloſe to us till Mr. Edwards put me 
into a chair. He then walked by the 
ſide of it to the door of your houſe, and 
followed in another chair lead me in, 
he bowed again and left us. 


I went this morning to take a walk 
in the Green-Park with your brother. 
Euſton purſued us, and affected to ap- 
pear the very picture of, deſpair, If 
he continues to haunt me in this man- 
ner, I muſt leave London, and bury my- 
Fi @ obſcurity, Nothing but my 


Mrs, 
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Mrs. Buller, could any longer detain 
here 


her obliged and 
truly affectionate 
Hs ParTwonrk. 


LETTER XXXIV. 
Mr. Evsron to Sir Waren Conus, 


GROW more an more diſſatisfied 
1 and unhappy. Miis Petworth was, 
laſt night, at Hamlet, John, who had 
orders to watch her motions, brought 
me word that ſhe was gone to the play 
with only Mr, Edwards, 


I followed them— They were ja the 
green boxes, and ſo deeply engaged in 
CON - 
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converſation with cach other, that I was 
not ducovered till the play was above half 
ſeemed to be exceedingly diſpleaſed at my 
being there, I endeavoured to behave 
but I was, at the ſame time, violently 
_ agitated by jealouſy, I could not con- 
quer my painful emotions; they forced 
me to follow her chair home There 1 
ſaw the happy Edwards hand her out 
of it; and they were the firſt object 
I perceived in the Green-Park this morn- 
ing. This Edwards, under the pretence 
of being her guardian, 
ſand opportunities to inſinuate himſcli 
into her favour, and the tranſition from 
eſteem to a tenderer peſſhon will be cn 
temely caly, Tie no wonder that 0 


luw 


will find a thou- BB 


chanming a creature as foe is, Ghouls | : 
make him overlook every thing ; but 
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how can the delicate I lebe think of mar- 
all night with another for tough no- 
thing really paſſed that was improper, 
how can any man be ſure that no impro- 
prieties 4d paſs? But I ſuppoſe he 
will not nid that; ſhe is chaſte, and 
chaſte ſhe moſt certainly is ; no wonder, 
therefore, that he is fond of her, Where 
can he meet with ſuch another girl? 
And ſhe feems to be—{urpriſing as it 
may appcar—attually fond of Aim. 
Why not, indeed ? He is not old, and 
he is rather handſome; they ſay too 
he is a very entertaining companion when 
he can be brought to converſe—He was 
violently attached to retirement before 
this fine creature fell in his way: for 
has drawn him out of it—He is very 
muſica alfo—1n ſhort, he is, I find, 
" but too agrecable for ay peace, If ſhe 


Mar- 
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marries him, 1 ſhall be diſtracted: 1 
muſt watch all her motions and follow 
her every where - I have no reſt but 
when I ſee her; 1 have not once ſeen 
her lately without this Fuwards; yet 
I can only blame myſel: tor my wrong 
conduct when ! had her in my poſſeiſion. 
But as there are ſo many abandoned 
women, clpec:ally fo many married wo- 


men who t no bounds to their licen- 


tiouinels, can a man be fo very cen- 
ſurable for yin; the woman firſt with 
whom he des to ſpend his days? 1 
muſt, however, make (this plea fer the 
defence of my behaviour, and I think 
Miſs Perworth may be ſatisfied with it. 
now, I imagine, abate ſomewhat of her 


rigour, and condeſcend to accept of 
"Re E. Eusrox. 


LET- 
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LETTER KXXXV. 


MiG Prrwon ru to Mrs, BuLLtes, 


JJ. . WY 


Thank ycu for your kind letter, my 
dear friend, and alſo for your appro- 
bation of your brother's care of me; 
but tho? your hints were all well meant, 
be aſſured they were unneccNary, as he 
wants no prompting to treat me with 
the moſt obliging, dx moſt! delicate 
attention, Our e 4 irs, however, 
have been interrupted. 


Kitty Percy, hurt by having kept me 
from calling on her as I uſed to do, 
for fear of, mecting Euſton, came to 
me yelterday morning, and with tears 
in her eyes, intreazed me 10 forgive 


nr r 1 5 
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her if ſhe had done amiſs, in not en- 


deavuuring to hinder Euſton from com- 
ing where I was, when ſhe knew his 
coming was diſagrecable to me. 


I replied, that it was not only extreme 
ly diſagreeable to me, but that it was 
ſcandalous to admit a man who had be 
haved in fo unwarrantable a manner. 


I then aſked her wherher ſhe would 
have liked to have been ſerved ſo her 
ſelf, and whether ſhe thought a woman 
could decently receive a man who had 


behaved infamouſly to her, with as much 
civility, as much pleaſure, as if he had 


acted with the greateſt propriety ? adding 
however, that I did not blame her 
ſo much as 1 6) Lord Femgoen, who 
ſhould not have ſuffered her dcn. 
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rage a man who ought to be kept at 
a conſiderable diſtance, © My Lord,” 
concluded I, „ by taking Mr, Euſton's 
part, has given me but a very indif. 
«* ferent opinion of him, and I would 


_« adviſe you to take care of yourſelf.” 


* Nay Hebe,“ (cried ſhe; with the 


you not told me a great many times, 
chat my Lord did not trouble him- 
* {elf about me? How then can I be in 
* a dangerous ſituation 2” 


1 % tell you that he was quite 
© indifferent about you,” replied l. 
* and fo he appears to be but there are 
* ſome men ſo artful, that they pretend 
* to be inſenſible, at the very time they 
” we contriving to deſtroy the virtue 


* which they declaredly admire.” 
Vai, 1, _B She 
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- She looked abaſtied, but faid, ſhe be- 
of man; that ſhe had ſeen no reaſon to 


ene ee 


8 bn-veviah, UT dye 
ſhe never would bave reaſon to alter 


for her, notwithſtanding all her preju- 


dives in his Lordſhip's favour, to be 


certainly could not have any bad de- 
ſigns, who bore an excellent character, 
and who was a very amiable man, 


She ſighed. 


I proceeded to tell her, chat the di- 
covered no ſmall indelicacy, by ſuffer- 
ing herſelf to be ſo attached to a mar- 
ried man ; and that thug | 


like 
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behaviour, might be too apt to ſuppoſe 
he had . too: chat 


Lady Hampton's being ſeldom teen 
with her, and taking little notice of her, 


could not but confirm their ſuſpicions, 
n per: 


As | reallyſpoke with a ſincere deſign 
— a. which 7 


tionate warmth, and it moved her —it 
melted her. 


When I had done, ſhe came and k iſ- 
104 my check ; and werting it with her 
k 2 n 
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innocent tears, ſaid, * I thank you, my 
dear Hebe; I am ſure you have my 
* honour, my happineſs. at heart, and 1 
vill endeavour to follow your advice 
«* whatever it may coſt me; but you 
* muſt give me a little time I muſt 


_ * ſtay till Mr. Selwyn revives a ſubject 


* which he has, at my carneſt requeſt, 
for a good while laid aſide, I cannot 
* think of mentioning it myſelf. ” 
* be ſpeaks of it, I hope I ſhall be c 


too great a weight upon her ſpirits to 
join in it, She ſoon afterwards left me. 


When I was alone, I began to refle& 


6 
afraid 


fcooliſhliy did 1 imagine that I ſhould 
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afraid I had been too ſevere. She look- 
ed ſo pitiful, and fo diſtreſt, that 1 al- 
moſt wiſhed I had been filent ; though 
What ſpoke was with the beſt intention 
in ue world—She is fo gentle, that I 
cannot help feeling for her. Would 
ſhe could have the man ſhe loves ! But 
that is impoſſible, We ought not, 1 
ſee, to ſet our hearts on any thing, How 


be happy with Euſton! What a vain 
ſuppoſition ! Was it poſſible for me 
to be happy with a man who could ſe- 
duce me from him who had à right to 
protect me? Sir Thomas, indeed, abuſed | 
the power with which my father veſted 
him; but 1 could always have applied 
to the Court of Chancery for redreſs, 
How great was the folly I committed. 
when 1 complied with Euſton's indeli- 
cate propoſal | Lis no wonder that he 
* 3 has, 


1% Tux HISTORY or 
has, that every man ſhould have, a bad 


ready, the moſt willing, of my ſex. A 
man can only judge by experience. 
When he finds a girl diſpoſed to throw 
herſelf, in a manner, into his arms, who 
of the encouragement given him ?—l 
culous part I have afted, and nothing 
but the extreme friendlineſs of Mr. Ed- 
wards, and of his excellent ſiſter, can 
make ber life tolerable, who, with all 
her imperfe& ions and indiſcretions, 
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LETTER XXXVI, 


 Epwanrp Evsron, Eſq, 9 
Sia Wartrznr Carty, Bart, 


& ſcription, of my charming Hebe. 
Lis very clear to me that Edwards loves 
ber ; «nd who can fay that he cither 
does not, or will not love him? I am 
tormented with this idca——Can I bear 
to fee the girl who was fo near being 
mine in the arms of another Impoſ- 
fible! I muſt have her or die, My 
conſtant uncaſineſs upon this occaſion, 
has, 1 fad, de way ad. I feel 
an inward heat, I feel myſelf in a con- 
wnual fever, 1 have ſlept very little; 

„ ] have 


AM jealous, to à degree beyond de- 


A 
4 
. 
5 
5 
1 
1 
= 


200 Tu HISTORY or 


I have taken very little nouriſhment a 
great while. Our friend Adams tells me, 
that if I don't take care, I ſhall ſoon be 
out of the reach of medicine. No mat- 
ter—T had better die than live in a ſtate 
of perpetual anxiety, Yet, I confeſs, 1 
ſhall be loth to leave the world without 
calling Hebe mine, Poſſibly, when 
ſhe ſees me worn to's mere ſhadow, ſhe 
may relent ; ſhe will then, be 
convinced of the ſincerity of my 
ance, * will chen be time e 
me to leave her miſtreſs of every 
in way power, thoughthe ſooner this haps 
pens the better, as I ſhall be rhe ſooner 
out of my pain, She fits whole hours 


with the happy Edwards, ſinging to his 
harpfichord, What tranſports will he 
rn 
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poſſeſt of no paſſions at all; and will 
not, conſequently, be in the leaſt elated 
with his felicity. Hebe found me too 


| warm a lover; ſhe may find bim as 
much too cool a one, when it 1s too late 


to change : but there is no perſuading 


her to be kind to, not even to pity, 


your greatly diſquieted, 
bdut very ſincere friend, 
E. Eus rox. 


irg xXXXVII. 


Miſs Percy to MiG * 


HAVE done what you deſired, my 
dear Hebe; yet | will be honeſt; 
I will confeſs to you that my Lord, 
by preſſing me earneſtly upon the tame 
ſubyect, when 1 returned home from 
K 5 you, 


| 2 0 F 


. 
etctualhꝑ convinced me that what 


gave an additional 
| ppt 


guments, 
By feeling myſelf an object 


of indifference 
in the eyes of ſuch 
a 


man, 
I, of courſe, feel myſelf 
— by w thn 
= * why muſt — 
8 for it Ser = 
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however, 
ſo very civil t him laſt nigh 
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chat L could perecive, in a moment, he 
began to form new hopes, and I encous 
raged him to believe that he was not 
miſtaken—But if you knew how much 
is colt ne, my. dear Hebe, you, would 
pity. me, I muſt, indeed, ſo fas do 
juitice to Mr. Selwyn, as to confeſs 
that he bchaved with the utnolt deli- 
cacy, When he was gone, my Lord 
told me that I had been a very good 


girl; adding, that I had put Selwyn 


into ſuch high ſpi its, he did not know 
what to do with hinſcll. Ie was 
actually,“ continued he, afraid of 
taking advantage of your condrſcen- 
* hon—l ſaw him tremble when he 
touched you,” 


Would you believe it, Hebe ? my 
Lord's manner of ſpeaking of his 
rend acted me more than any thing 
K 6 „lach 
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which hat friend could ſay in his own 
favour. What an inſinuating lover 
my Lord would make to the woman 
| he was truly fond of! I think I have 
heard you ſay that he never was actually 
in love; I mean that he never ſingled 
out a woman; he has always been the 


' 0 WW C92 


— 
- 


C. Piacv. 


$ 5 EE 53338. 


= 


LE T- 


Mrss PETWORT H. 205 


reren 
Mr. Srl WIH to Lord HAMPTON, 


1 did 1 call on you to day, 
to vent the raptures with which my 

heart overflows at the delightful change 
in Miſs Percy's behaviour ; a change 
which made me tremble while I enjoyed 
it, leſt I might have ſaid or done any 
thing, inadvertently, to leſſen the ad- 
vantage I ſeem to have gained; leſt ſhe 
ſhould have been alarmed at my mak- 
ing the moſt delicate advances, and 
have been apprehenſive of my proceed- 
ing tao faſt, I am at this inſtant, tho 
| have the greateſt reaſon to be charmed 
with her, afraid of expreſſing my ten- 
derneſs, leſt it ſhould give diſguit io 
F the 
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the perſon whom I moſt wiſh to pleaſe. 
I would not, deſignedly, give her a mo- 
ment's uncaſineſs for the univerſe, I 
have, therefore, lately declined ſpeaking 
to her on a ſubject which is continually 
uppermoſt in my mind. I have even 


avoided paying her thole litile campli- 


ments to which, Ithink, ſhe is ſo juitly en- 
titled, and which are frequently paid in- 


diſcriminately to all women, for ſcar of F | 


being thought too puſhing, and a flatter- 
er, Of all characters, I deteſt a flatter- 
er ; beſides, I cannot flatter the woman 


whom 1 ſo ſincerely love, She has, in my = 


eyes, a thouſand attractions, which may 
not be obvious to him who beholds her 
with indifference ; if any man, indeed, 


can with indifference behold her; can. 


behold the innocence ſtrongly cx reſſed 
in her plealing countenance, and the 
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&mplicity of her manners, without feel- 
ing his heart touched. 


When you left us laſt night, as I had, 
deviating from my uſual forbearance, 
commended the foft white hand and 
arm employed in. preſenting the tea to 


me, I was afraid of truſting myſelf in a 


converſation with ber, leſt I ſhould 
have ſaid ſomething to alarm her, and 
therefore, taking up a book, aſked her, 
if 1 ſhould read any thing to her, as I 
ſaw ſhe had got her work. 


She replicd, that ſhe ſhould be glad 


to hear me read Elfrida, as it was per- 


formed at Covent-Garden Theatre, 


Animated by a requeſt ſo very 
agrecable to me, I took up that moſt 
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« Selwyn, with my being ſo much 
moved with the affecting paſſages 
« you have read to me.“ 


_ « Diſpleaſed with you, my angel!” 


anſwered I, unable to conceal the tran- 


ſports which her fears occaſioned : Diſ- 


« pleaſed with you ! It is impoſſible— 
Hos could you think ſo?* 


* Why,” replied ſhe, * a great many 
« gentlemen find fault with our tears. 
have heard ſome ſay that it is fooliſh 
to ſhed tears; and I have ſeen ſeveral 
laugh at a tragedy which made half 
che women in the houſe weep,” 


No man would ever laugh at you, 
my dear Miſs Percy,” ſaid I. 


4 You 


* * 
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Tou are too partial to me, Mr. 
« Selwyn,” anſwered the ;- © but I am 
glad you can bear to ſee me ſad. I 
* may then indulge a pleaſing melan- 
** choly, that is, at certain ſeaſons, more 
ee than w“ 


Wit a kin was this of her intend- 


ing to be mine, conveyed in the moſt 
innocently-delightful manner ! Yet how 
amiably fearful was ſhe of giving offence 
at the ſame time | | 


I ſhall then be bleſt wich you at 
* laſt,” cried I, * my dear, captivating 
creature! throwing my arm round 


her, preſſing her to my throbbing bo- 


ſom, and raviſhing a glowing kiſs from 
her pretty mouth, She ſtruggled a lit 
tie, but I hope ſhe was not much of- 
ended. Ihaftencd to aſſure her that ſhe 
ſhould 


TITTY 


"> 


ST 0 


7 ore 


c 
d 


mould be indulged with the gratifica- 
= of every wiſh of her heart; and that it 
= ſhould be gratified even before it was 
declared, if it were poſſible for me to 
= gueſs at it, Concluding, with telling 


= any joy when ſhe was not as happy as 
= ſhe deſired, as ſhe deſerved to be. 


oO TT ee 7T 


des, thanked me, and then begged me to 
= ke up the book again, 


her before, I muſt have now doated on 
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her, in the ſtrongeſt terms, that I would 
fly to procure her every kind of fatiſ- 
faction; and that I could not know 


I obeyed, She made fo many judi- 
cious obſervations, diſcovered fo much 


lure my reading had given her in ſuch 
obliging terms, that if I had not loved 


her, 
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1 your ficful 


vu Parwon ru to Miſs Pruner. 


1 


OU are 2 girl, Kay. as my 


boy oo ye pes ey | begin to 
fancy that there is not ſo much difficulty 


in 
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in changing the object of one's affection 
W as 1 had imagined : but my dear Mrs. 


ed Buller is come home again, and her ar- 
W rival has put me into the beſt humour 


W in the world, I went, laſt night, at 
ber carneſt requeſt, to Ranelagh She 
will inſiſt upon y appearing in public, 
and I am diſpoſed to think that ſhe is 
in the right, We were accompanied 
y.Mr. Edwards, who paid me great 
reſpect, and the people really looked 
as if they believed me to be innocent 
] was, however, greatly diſconcerted by 
| Euſton; he followed our little party, 
but at a decent diſtance, all the evening, 
He looks very pale and thin, Colonel 
Fane, à friend of Mr, Edwards's, told 
me, in a whiſper, that he was in a de- 
| Cline, | am not altogether of the Co- 
lonel's opinion, though he is, to be 
ſure, prodigiouſly altered, The Colo- 

nel 
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ſo, at leaſt, becauſe I was, myſelf, n ¼“ 
higher ſpirics than afual. There is « 


the protection of a man of ſtrict honour. 
We are not, indeed, ſafe with any other 

You will tell me, perhaps, my Kitty, WE 
that any man, in Euſton's — 71 


would have taken advantage of it. 


would have behaved as be did. With 
regard to Sefwyw in particular, it is my 
fincere opinion that you may very ſafe!) 
truſt to bis honour ; and that you may i 
ſoon be happily united to him, is the i 
ſincere wiſh of 


Iner Prrworss | 


LEFT: 


was unqueſtionably very indiſcreet in : 
giving him ſuch an advantage over me ; 
but I cannot think that every man 
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+ 4 4% 3 © _ 2% 
From the 2auz to the Bale. 


INCE 1 wrote the above, I have 
heard the ſtrargeſt piece of new 
= 1 ſhall be very forry to hear it confirm- 
| ed, as it will only make me more talked 
= of than ever. 


Euſton hearing a Mr. Prideaux ſpeak 
of me in a lighting manner at Rane- 
lagh, called him out after I was gone, 
and infifted upon a recantation ; but 
not being able to procure that, nor any 
other ſatisfaction from him, he kicked 
him about the gardens, to the no ſmall 
diverſion of the company, who had, it 
ems, before the degrading correction 

he 
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he received, a poor opinion of him, 
— cox 
[ | 

Mrs. Buller ſays that I am obliged 8 
to Mr. Euſton for commencing my 
champion: but 7 do not ſay ſfo—I ra- 
ther think that the 1:fs I am mentioned I 
the better, as I cannot be entirely cleared i 
of the aſperſions which I have merited, 
in ſome meaſure , though I am certain 
abour me. The ſpeaking o one thin 


friendſhip is ſometimes unfavourable to 


it, I could wiſh then that Euſton 
he can never repair the injury he has 
abrady done me, but he may very muck 

increaſe | 
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increaſe it. I write inſtead of calling 
on you, as I had intended this morn. 
ing, leſt I ſhould meet hum whom I ever 
deſire to avoid. 
I am, however, 

yours, with my uſual 

_ allettion and ſincerity, 

| Huss Perwoarg. 


LETTER 


Miſs Pracr to Mif Pzrworry, 


JF HAVE den up my pen, chough 
I know it is in vain, to plead the 
cauſe of Euſton yet you i hear me, 
Vot. I. L my 
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chinkes it hard that a ſincere repentance 


my dear Hebe; you myſt hear the ſen- 
timents which pebple of the firſt under- 
ſtanding (people of whoſe judgment in 
other reſpects you have no mean opi- 
nion) entertain of this affair. 


morning, does, by no means, attempt 


to vindicate himſelf, with regard to his 
behaviour to you upon 2 
He freely confeſſes the improprity, the 
indelicacy of his conduct, and only 


ſhould not be followed by a pardon on 
your fide, As to his behaviour at Ra- 


nelagh, he does not imagine that it 
can juitly be blamed, I ſhould ever,” 


ſaid he, © have looked upon myſelf as the 


* meaneſt of men, if I had tamely heard 
* the woman whom I adore ſcandalouſly 


* aſperſed, in ſpite of her unremitting 
* cruchy 


FESEEFEO ESEone 


—— 
— 


ey to me; if i had not obliged 
= © the man, preſumpruous enough to in- 


N 


We you to Jer him, you would pity 


ENDLESS R 


* 
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« ſult her, either publicly to retract 
his words, or to prove himſelf an in- 


N 60 — . 
Pe 
4 N 
14 __ % 
N , 
8 


This is the defence which Mr. Eu- 


Hampton and to Mr, Selwyn ; and they 


both think that, in the laſt affair, he 
has acted quite like a man of honour 


him, if not forgive him. He looks like 

there — — —.— 
| are no a 

hand, he only wits for an cad bs he 

miſery which he endures, by a ſpeedy dif. 

olution, Lord Hampton and Mr, Sel. 


paſſion for him; they think that he 


Ls ever 


= Pizcy, 


LET- 
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_ ther | hall hudioudly endeavour to poo- 
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LETTER XII. 


= Mr. Evsron to Sir WaLTER Canzy. 


Ia difficulties ! 1 * thi 


W © me, increaſe every hour, 1 have 


long thought, indeed, my efforts would 


ve ineffeftual: I am now certain they 
' will never be ſucceſsful, Yet, however 


dear to me ; ſo dear to me, indeed, | 


which Lhave not though I have ſullicd 


» dad — ef ay tbe 
L 3 I can 
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I can only by ſuch a conduct repair the 
injury I have done her, as ſhe will not per- 


mit me to ſpend the remainder of my days 


in perpetual attempts to render bers com- 
pleatly happy. I flatter myſelf that I am 
capable of making her happy, would ſhc 
conſent to receive me, the ſincereſt of 
penitents, into favour again: but it is 
impoſſible to convince her that ſhe car- 
ries her ſeverity too far. She was right 
in diſcovering reſentment at the impro- 
priety of my behaviour: but is ſhe 
right in keeping up that reſentment, 
when ſhe has the greateſt reaſon to be- 
lieve that my repentance is unſcigned 
To be offended with me for having pu- 
niſhed an infamous fellow, who publicly 
traduced her, is cruelty beyond exprei- 
fion, I cannot, will not, tamely ſtand 
and m b . afpocielly when 
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character originates from the impru- 
— conduct. Her ſentiments 
upon this occaſion- are, ſurely, too re- 
fined. I am very ſenſible that my dear 
is y in 
— 
us, and 1 feel for her; yet 1 will not 
hear her fandered—She is an angel in 
every reſpect Had you ſeen her that 
" night at Ranclagh !—ſhe was the moſt 
2 elegant figure there---I cannot deſcribe 
=O the beautiful colouring, which gave an 
additional ſpirit to her complexion, when 
her charming eyes met mine by acci- 
dent, She is not only more _ 
eyes, ut more dear to me t 

— and ſo I have, at laſt, brought 
her friend, the gentle, amiable Miſs 
Percy, to believe ; who has kindly um- 
dertaken---urged alſo by Lond Bamp- 
don and Mr, Sclwyn---boto men of the 


tit 
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firſt underſtandings, and of the greateſt 
candour, to plead for me. In compli- 
Percy has wrote to Hebe. She prettily 
told me that both the gentlemen looked 
over her letter, and of it 
May not ſome lenity be expected? But 
I am almoſt afraid that all our united 
efforts will be unavailing, 


LETTER XIII. 
Miſs PzTworTH to Miſs Pracy. 
J/ OUR laſt letter, Kitty. is ſo dif- 
ferent from any of your former 


ones, that you had no occaſion to tell 
| me 


E. Eus ron. 


* 
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Enp of the Finer Vorune, 


Lately Publiſhed, 


in {In two Volumes each, price 6s. bound) 

2 I. ALL's RIGHT at LAST; 
Oo R, 

* The Hiſtory of Miſs WEST. 

= ——— 

* u. 7 he —— Marriage; 

4 | The Hiſtory of Mr. Faaxxf AD, 
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I. The ASSIGNATION, 

A SENTIMENTAL NOVEL; 

In a SERIES of LETTERS. 

| — * 
Speedily will be pulli bed 

IV, The Journey to Lon box; 


O n, EP 
The Hiſtory of the SAU Family, 
In two Volumes, price 6s, bound.) 


ADVERTISEMENT, 


To the Country Bookſellers, 
V 


HEREAS, from our having refuſc!] 
to let Mr. BArbwis, the Publiſher 
of the London Magazine, have any more « 
our Books, t Il a reaſonable Satis faction is mad: 
to us, by retriCting an impudent Falſhood al. 
ſerted in his Magazine for December, 1772, 
relative to two Novels we publiſhed, under th: 
Titles vi, ue Way To Los Hin, and, 
Tas Way To PAE Him (Sce our APpE ai 
to the Porz, annexed to the See De 


ctv; or, Ius HisTory or Lord Bw. 
we have ſuſkcient Reaſon to believe, that Or. 
ders _ irom the Country to him, and, 
— 's his Colleagues, will not b: | 
complied with, and various malicious and | 
[pee wg — for ſo doing; We herr. 
N ountry Dealers and others, | 

bat, by ſe - Coachman, or other | 
Perſon, to our | will be immediate“ 
ſupplicd at the Londen Price: with Book: c/ | 


— 
o 


our own priming, on ing ready 1 
. 
F. None, 
, Nope, 


P, 6, As we ſell for | y on!“ 
Leners dedted 10 us for Credit will be nee. 


* 


